




























NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 





— 


FirtH series. No. 11.—Vou. VIII.) 


BALTIMORE, MAY 16, 1840. 


[Vox. LVIIl.—Wuo te No. 1,494. 











THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 





PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 





—_. 
me 


ee ET OD 





—_ 








INDEX OF CONTENTS OF No. 11, Vot. 8. 
APppotinTMENTS—by the president 162 
Coneress—senate 169; house 171 
CHRONICLE 176 
Foreien aRTICLES—Great Britain, cost of the war with 
Chiaa, British corn laws; France, steamers, cocote, 
law, battery, duelling, subterranean village; Austria, 
military movements, banks, Curver’s works 161; old 
aze; Belgium, observations on prisons; Switzerland, 
emigration to America; Russia, inhabitants of St. 
Petersburg, Khan of Chiva; Africa, commerce; Asia, 
the opium trade carried on, hurricane; South America, 
expeditionary army of Chili, straits of Magellan, 
Yucatan 162 
NaTIONAL AFFAIRS—appointments, 162; resignation of 
postmaster general, conviction for violation of the 
neutrality law, pilot law, public lands, census of the 
Uniied States, convention of tobacco growers 163; 
army, navy 164 
Srares OF THE uNION—Rhode Island, meeting of the 
legislature, and counting the votes tor governor; 
Connecticut, United States senator elected, finances 
of the state; New York, rail road accident and loss of 
lite, adjournment of the legislature, free banks, whig 
celebration, improvements, new buildings in the city, 
Saratoga, full of rents, insurance on husband’s lives 
164; general banking law, report of the canal board, 
the canal, fortifications, Erie canal enlargement, con- 
tact; Peansylvania, the legislature, the presidential 
election 165; internal improvement, fugitive slaves, 
coal and iron, resumption law, bank dividends, Pitts- 
burg arministration meeting, the senate, canal com- 
merce of Philadelphia 166; Maryland, York and 
Wrightsville rail road, the ‘Tide Water canal coff- 
merce of Baltimore, inspections of Baltimore, com- 
merce and trade of Baltimore, coastwise shipments 
of grain, exports of wheat and flour, Philadelphia 
and Balumore vs. New York 167; resignation of de- 
uty collector, the death of Mr. Laughlin, Virginia, 
ank; North Carolina, manufactures, History of the 
state 163; Georgia, the number of acres of land in 
each county, appointments of aids-de-camp to the 
governor; Alabuma, banking, Mobile; Misszsstppi, the 
state protested, the times; Michigan, sales of public 
lands; Indiana, Wabash and Erie canal, state stocks 
in Europe; £M&inois, election, retrograding 169 
ARLES TOP WS UT EE I SE 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Cost of the war wilh China. An English paper 
makes a calculation of what the war with China 
will cost. We have sent, says the Times a costly 
naval armament against the Chinese empire, and 
an army of 10,000 men is to join it from the bay of 
Bengal. The first expense to the British treasury 
of this expedition will exceed three millions of mo- 
ney. The loss already sustained by our merchants 
in their confiscated cargoes has not fallen short 
oftwo. The annual sacrifice of revenue, from the 
utter extinction of our commerce with the Chinese 
empire, may well be counted two millions more, 
omitting to mention the annual wear and tear of 
ships, troops and seamen, should hostilities continue 
for more than one campaign; and all this for what? 
for the sake, Ist, of accomplishing a crime against 
the first element of the law of nations; for the sake, 
2d, of forcing an entrance among a reluctant peo- 
ple upon their own soil; 3d, for the sake of carrying 
into operation, by violence, an illegal traffic in an 
unwholesome drug, in defiance of the independent 
crown of China; 4th, for the sake of robbing the 
Chinese treasury of the value of smuggled nerchan- 
dise, lawfully confiscated by orders of its government. 

British corn laws. We have several times alluded 
to the great advantages which would result both to 
Great Britain and the United States if some modi- 
fication of the British corn laws were made in such 
a manner as to give a preference to American 
breadstuffs above those of other countries in the 
ake of England. The mutual relations existing 

etween the two countries, the abundance on the 
one hand of those coinmodities which are most 
wanted on the other, the ease with which England 
may procure supplies of flour without incurring the 
necessity of exporting bullion, and the correspond- 
ing facility with which we might pay off our indebt- 
edness—all point with peculiar force to such an ar- 
rangement as the one indicated above. The Lon- 
don San in an article on the corn laws views the 
Subject in this light—and uses the following lan- 
guage: ; [.dmerican. 

But while the American farmers have been pining 
for a market for their preductions—while their in- 
debtedness to us was compelling them to expart their 














had no goods wherewith to pay for their large im- 
ports, chiefly from this country—they had actuaily 
a surplus quantity of corn, and the manufacturers 
of Manchester and Paisley, the makers of the goods 
with which the market of America were inundated, 
were actually, at the same time, hungering to death 
for that corn, but were not able, in consequence of 
our law, to receive and consume it. When we find 
two nations, naturally the customers of each other, 
one having the products of an advanced civilization, 
and the other of a recently occupied country, to 
sell, mutually wanting these articles, and find them 
prohibited from exchanging them by our corn law, 
that law must be denounced as a cause of agricul- 
tural distress in the United States, and of manufac- 
turing starvation in England. 

It is one consequence of the sliding scale of du- 
ties, as has been well exemplified by the petition of 
the Liverpool merchants, alinost to prevent the im- 
poitation of corn from the United States. Under 
that scale the markets vary so suddenly and so ex- 
tensively, that merchants do not like to order corn 
from a distance, lest the duty, which might be at 
Is. when they gave the order, should be 25s. be- 
fore it reaches the point. The present corn law is 
therefore almost tantamount to a prohibition of 
acorn trade with America, and is plainly charge- 
able with a part of that distress amongst the Ameri- 
can agriculturists of which the New York paper 
complains. ‘The bounty of a most gracious Provi- 
dence, which, conferring abundance on our neigh- 
bors, might have been a blessing to our suffering 
and starving manufacturers, is made, by the opera- 
tion of the laws, a curse to both. The American 
farmers cannot buy their cloths and hardware—they 
are not allowed to buy the American farmers’ flour; 
and both experiencing sulfering, disappointment 
and distress, become a prey to those angry feelings 
which break out into great crimes, and perhaps 
can only be soothed by some bloody strife. 

FRANCE, 

Steamers. ‘Several deputies and merchants of 
the Gironde,” says thé Courrier Francais, ‘have bad 
a conference with the president of the council on 
the subject of the lines of the trans-Atlantic steamers 
Bordeaux will be contented to divide the advan- 
tages with Havre, taking for her share of the com- 
munications the Antilles, Mexico and S. America, 
leaving to her rival N. York and the whole of N. 
America, M. Thiers, without entering into any posi- 
tive pledge, encouraged the hope which the principal 
inerchants, of Bordeaux found upon the establish- 
ment of the proposed packets, which would restore 
the coinmerce of ihe town to all its former viger.”’ 

The Cherbourg Journal asserts that ihe represen- 
tations of the commissioners from that port to the 
trans-Atlantic steam navigation comuission, ap- 
pointed by government, have not been without ef- 
fect, and that “Cherbourg will obtain, when the 
steamers to America are established, the advan- 
tages which its unique position entitles it to.” 

Cocole. The Courrier Francais states that a con- 
siderable number of the cattle brought to Paris for 
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of inoveable block- house, ball proof, with loop- holes 
for firing, capable of affording shelter to a great 
number of men. It may be made effectual in re- 
treats and other cases, where a small body may have 
to contend with a superior force. The second in- 
vention is a train of musketry capable of discharg- 
ing 1,500 balls in an hour. One man can hold the 
barrels, which are of large bore, all at once, and can 
at will give each barrel separately any direction re- 
quired, The models may be seen at the inventor’s, 
14 Quai Saint Paul. 

Duelling. The higher classes of Parisian society 
have been a good deal excited within the last few 
days by two trials for duels, both of principals and 
seconds, in conformity to the law which pnnishes 
duelling as an offence per se, without reference to 
its results, except in admeasuring the penalty in 
proportion to the evil done; in neither case did the 
immediate cause of quarrel come out; but in both, 
the whole mass, seconds and principals, were con- 
demned to greater or lesser penalties. The first 
was between two gentlemen in the post office, the 
other al the head ot one in the ministry of finance, 
and their seconds, and they were sentenced to the 
following punishments, though no great mischief 
had been done:—One principal who had been 
wounded, to one months imprisonment, and a fine 
of 100 francs. The other, who had not been 
wounded, to four months imprisonment, and a fine 
of 200 francs; the seconds to six days imprison- 
inent and a fine of 50 frances. 

In the second case, between the marquis de Ro- 
vigo, a descendant of Savary’s and M. de Saint 
Pierre both moving in the highest circles, the mar- 
quis de Rovigo was condemned to eight months 
imprisonment, and 500 francs fine; his opponent to 
one month’s imprisonment, and a fine of &0 francs; 
three of the seconds to six days imprisonment each, 
and a fine of 50 francs; and the fourth, the baron 
de Bazancourt, in consequence of his having been 
to seek fresh weapons, alter one of the compatant’s 
swords had been broken, to six months imprison- 
nent, and a fine of 400 francs. All the parties had 
appealed against the judgment. 

Subterranean village. ‘Accident,’ says the Pro- 
gres du pas de Calais, “‘has just brought to light an 
ancient subterranean village in the Commune of 
Hermies, near Bapaume. During the late heavy 
rains a considerable land slip took place, leaving an 
immense chasiu, into which some of the young nen 
of Hermies, with more courage than prudence, de- 
scended by means of ladders to the depth of about 
30 yards. Great was their astonishment on finding 
themselves in the midst of streets bordered by cells 
and chambers, which evidently had been formerly 
inhabited. The streets are wide enough for a vehicle 
to pass—and the chatnbers, which are of different 
sizes, amount, according to the exaggerated state- 
ments of the explorers, to 1,400 or 1,500, They were 
particularly struck by a winding staircase, which 
they descended, and at length discovered that it 
reached the bottom of the tower of the church at 
Hermies, into which they soon nade a way. In 








the consumption of the capital, are now affected 
with the cocole, a disease that appears in the feet, 
and, by the irritation which it causes, affects the 
general health of the animal. It is remarked that 
those coming from the southern parts of France are 
principally subject to this complaint, and the dro- 
vers say that no symptoms of it appear until the 
beasts arrive at Orleans. The cattle from Nor- 
mandy are free from it. The Monileur Parisien 
says, in reference to the above, that it has made in- 
quiry, and finds that the malady with which the 
cattle of some of the departinents have been for some 
months affected, and to which the name of pietain 
or cocote has been yiven, is the same that existed 
last year at the same period in other parts of France. 
Since its apperance the authorities and the conseil 
de Salubrite have been unceasing in vigilance, and 
have discovered nothing of a nature to excite the 
slightest uneasiness as to the quality of the meat 
which has been brouglit to market. 

Law. Two new public courses of lectures are 
about to be opened in the faculty of law at Paris, 
one on the theory of punishments, the other on the 
origin Of French jaw. 

Batlery. M. Jozin, a veteran officer, who has 
already obtained patents for several valuablé inven- 





gald—while according to the Procornlaw Post, they 
Vor. VINI-—-Ste. 11. di ds 


tions, is said to have recently, presented to. the 
| minister of war two of a new kind; one is a species 








ntinuing the progress of their researches the can- 
dies they had with them were extinguished by the 
foulness of the air, and they were forced to retreat. 
On reaching the spot where they descended, one of 
the party was missing. His companions, though 
without any light, returned in search of him, and 
discovered him fallen into a well 20 yards deep.— 
They succeeded in getting him out, but with one 
leg broken, and nearly sutiocated.” 

AUSTRIA. 

Military movements. A letter from Vienna, in the 
German Journal of Frankfort, states that the Aus- 
trian government has, for some time past, been seud- 
ing troops to the provinces of the Danube, in order 
to keep pace with the preparations of Russia and the 
two maritime powers. 

Bank, The Hungarian diet has petitioned the 
emperor to name a deputation to draw up a law for 





establishing a Hungarian national bank. 





Cuvier. The senate of the university of Pesth, 
wishing to encourage the study of natural history in 
Hungary, has resolved to publish at its own expense 
a translation of Cuvier’s works in the Hungarian 
language. ‘The archduke Palatine has nade known 
this intention tothe emperor, who has ordered 26,000 
franes from the fund for the encouragement of litera- 
ture and arts in Hungary, to be given in aid of this 
purpose to the university. 
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Old age. There is at present living at Prague a 
man aged 120, in the enjoyment of good health, and 
with the use of all his faculties. He has been a ba- 
ker eighty-nine yeats. He is still fond of singing, 
and walks half a league every ie 

*“ Charily suffereth long, and is kind.” ‘The Isra- 
elites in the town of Rosemberg, in Prussian Sile- 
sia, says a letter from Berlin, having learned that the 
building of the Lutheran church at that place was 
stopped for want of funds, subscribed the amount 
required for its completion, and observed, in a note 
which accompanied the gift, that they ardently de- 
sired to see-an end put to all religious prejudice and 
intolerance, in order that men of all religions might 
aid each other as brothers. 

BELGIUM. ; 

‘Mrs. Fry has addressed to the king of the Belgians 
a memoir, containing the results of her observations 
upon the prisons aud charitable establishments in 
that kingdom. This document has been most gra- 
ciously received by his majesty. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Emigration to America. 'The Gazette de Metz:— 
“The rage of emigration,which for several years past 
has been depopulating Bavaria, the grand duchy of 
Baden and part of Alsace, has at length reached our 
department (the Moselle). Last year a great many 
fainilies from the cantons of Bitche and Volmunster 
took their departure for the new world, and last week 
forty more families, reckoning together about 200 in- 
dividuals, left this part of the country forthe United 
States,” 

RUSSIA. 

St. Petersburg. The following is from the State 
Gazette of Prussia: “Ot the 476,386 inhabitants of 
St. Petersburg, there are 200,000 more women than 
men. There are inthe capital 1,123 ecclesiastics; 
1,232 general officers; 12,474 foreigners; and 238 
actors and actresses. The number of houses is 
8,665, of which 5,405 are built of wood. There 
are 41 chemists, 4 foundling hospitals, 6 charitabie 
institutions, 33 government and 37 private printing 
offices; 2,572 shops, and of these 18) are milliners 
and dress makers, 38 confectioners, 92 taverns, and 
191 bakers. There are 4,411 street lamps, of 
which 144 are lighted by gas; 304 police stations; 
about 8,000 carriages, 11,000 hackney coaches, and 
36,000 horses.” 

Loan. The Hamburgh correspondent states, on 
the authority of a letter from Berlin, that the in- 
tention of the emperor of Russia to contract a loan 
with the houses of Stieglitz, of St. Petersburg, 
Franckel, of Warsaw, and Hope, of Amsterdam, 
had not been realized, the Russian minister of finan- 
ces having ae his opinion against it on the 
sround that the high price of Russian funds in 

Surope rendered the assistance of any stock ex- 
change speculators unnecessary, and that it would 
be sufficient to open books in the different capitals 
of the continent to receive the subscriptions, in or- 
der to raise all the money that is wanted. 

Khan of Chiva. It is stated by general Gens, of 
St. Petersburg, in a recent memorial, that the pre- 
sent khan of Chiva never quits his palace in the 
day time, except on Fridays, whenhe goes to the 
mosque, but takes horse exercise during the night, 
either in his gardens or in the town. Every morn- 
ing the aksakan, or white beards, come to make 
their court to him, and he then enters upon busi- 
ness with them. His women never leave their 
chambers during the day, but in the evening are at 
liberty to visit their relations, being carried ina 
species of wagon. The khan’s palace is guarded 
by the brother of the kusih beji, the prime minis- 
ter, who has under hiin fifteen men, seated ina 
guard room at the entrance of the palace. A sen- 
tinel is always stationed at the principal gate, and 
two others at the door of a prison in which only 
erandees are confined, and whom the khan gene- 
rally causes to be strangled by his Russian slaves. 


AFRICA. 

The commerce of Africa. The trade of Africa 
is beginning to be looked upon as quite important, 
It is stated on competent authority, that of the sin- 
gle article of palin oil, the value of over $7,000,000 
has been imported into England from Africa ina 
single year. Camphor wood, which is worth $90 
per ton, can be obtained in abundance at Liberia. 
A letter in the Merchant’s Magazine, states that 
as soom as roads are cut into the interior, ivory, 
gold dust, and many other valuable articles, may 
be obtained in abuudance for the purposes of trade 
and traffic. 

ASIA, 

From Manilla. The barque Brighton, captain 
Dorr. arrived at Boston on Saturday, from Manilla, 
having left the 7th January. Captain Dorr reports 
that the opium trade was carried on from Manilla 
to the east coast of China. Three vessels sailed in 


Decembec, with over 1,000 chests. One just ar- 





rived with 1,200, and others were on their passage 
andexpected soon. One had some hundred chests 
to deliver at Hong Knog. 

It was reported that the Spanish government 
were about seeking redress for a Spanish brig, 
burnt by the Chinese. 

The Brighton spoke on the 5th of March, a Port- 
land slave brig with 600 slaves on board—a prize 
to a British sloop of war, captured off Mozambique. 

Pondicherry-hurricane. ‘The Temps publishes ac- 
counts from Pondicherry of 22d January, and from 
Yanaon, a French factory about 250 miles along 
the coast from that city, up to 7th December, 
which centain numerous details of the dreadful 
hurricane and inundation of the sea on that coast, 
mentioned by us ashort time since. They coin- 
cide in stating the force of the wind to have been 
such as had never before been witnessed there, and 
the inroad of the sea as dreadful beyond descrip- 
tion. Upwards of 10,000 corpses had been found, 
but many thousands more had, no doubt, been 
wasned away. So many bodies lying unburied 
had caused a pestilence, and the condition of the 
survivors, who had lost most of their property, was 
exceedingly distressing. The British authorities 
and settlers had shown the greatest kindness to the 
French sufferers; but the factory and the town of 
Yanaon, which alone had lost 1,500 inhabitants, 
could not recover from such a calamity fora great 
many years. 

SOUTH AMERICA. 

Peru, Bolivia and Chili. ‘The expeditionary ar- 
my of Chili, under command of general Bulnes, 
arrived at Valparaiso in December from Lima, leav- 
ing general Gamarra as the president of Peru. ‘he 
constitution of this republic had been adopted and 
promulged by the congress of Huancayo. General 
Gamarra, in his message to the congress, says that 
the treaties made by the United States and Great 
Britain with general Santa Cruz, as president of the 
Peru Bolivian confederation, will not be recognised 
by the government of Peru. [ Globe. 

Straits of Magellan. In the Army and Navy 
Chronicle of last Thursday there is a long and in- 


.| teresting official letter from lieutenant Bigelow, 


commanding the U. 8. schooner Shark, in which he 
gives an account of his passage from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, through the Straits of Magellan. It 
was a long, tedious and a dangerous passage, the 
wind blowing most of the time with great violence, 
and chiefly from the westward. The schooner was 
in the Straits 33 days and 12 hours; under way 184 
hours, including 7 nights; and at anchor 520 hours, 
including 26 nights. 

The conclusions at which lieutenant Bigelow ar- 
rives are, that for small vessels the passage from 
west to east is preferable to going round the cape, 
but that for large vessels the passage either way is 
not advisable—that is, either from west to east or 
from east to west. 

The following incident is described as varying the 
monotony of the passage. 

In the afternoon, (December 27), being abreast 
of Cape Tamar, discovered a sail to NW. near the 
Patagonian shore, becalmed; and, shortly afterward, 
a boat coming from her toward us. She proved to 
be the schooner Lagrange, of Stonnington, Conn. 
Briggs, master, 90 tous burthen, belonging to Mr. 
Williams, of Stonnington, tender to the three-mast- 
ed schooner Bolton, a whaling vessel belonging to 
Stonnington also. The master stated that the La- 
grange had been out four years from the United 

siates; that she was formerly tender to the ship 
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Calypso, which vessel had completed her cargo of 


oil at Port Desire, on the coast of Patagonia, and 
returned home; and that he had then engaged as ten- 
der to the Bolton, and had sailed with her about four 
months since from Port Desire, with the intention 
of whaling foratime at St. Croix and Gallegos 
rivers, and then to come into the strait; that shortly 
after leaving Port Desire, they encountered a heavy 
gale, since which he had seen nothing of the Bolton, 
and supposed she was lost; he had been to St. Croix 
and Gallegos rivers, and then came into the strait, 
where he had been for two months past, subsisting 
on muscles and limpets, the provisions for the 
voyage having been on board of the Bolton; that he 
had not dared to leave the strait, to get either to 
Chiloe or the Falkland Islands, for fear of starving, 
and their only hope was to fall in with a passing, 
vessel to supply them. I directeda supply of pro- 
visions, sufficient for 20 days, to be furnished them, 
(seven in number) which we could ill spare, being 
ourselves on reduced allowance, and from the ex- 
perience we had had, liable to be kept still an inde- 
finite time in the strait. We furnished them also 
with powder, as they had a fowling piece and shot 
on board. As the wind wasstill from the westward, 
and his vessel dull, the master decided rather to run 
back.for the Falkland Islands, where he thought he 
might fallin with some whaling vessel who would 


employ him, and furnish him with supplies, than to 
accept of the protection which I offered him, if he 
would keep company with us; and as soon as he 
returned on board, he bore up and stood to the east- 
ward, 

Yucaian. Since the establishment of federalism 
in Yueatan, every item of information relative to 
that peninsula will be read with interest. [tiga 
part of Mexico that has been hitherto very little 
known. Its obscurity is owing to the insignificant 
figure which it has made on the theatre of Mexican 
atiairs. Now, however, since the peninsula assumes 
the federal system, takes an independent attitude, 
and threatens to form a separate republie within 
itself, the public curiosity is awakened to know 
something of the resources of a country, and the 
condition of a people, that promises to play so im- 
portant a part in the world of politics. A letter 
trom Yucatan, published in the New York Journal 
of Commerce, gives some particulars on this subject 
that are quite novel tous. Until reading the ac- 
count, we had no just notion of the great capabili- 
ties of that province. The population amourts to 
about half a million. The habits of the people are 
agricultural. They are scattered over a vast region, 
fertile and productive, and considering the heat of 
the climate, enjoying a remarkable degree of salu- 
brity. The climate of Yucatan is exempt in a great 
measure from the diseases incident to that latitude. 
The industry, energy and activity of the inhabi- 
tants ig remarkable, and indeed uparalleled for 
Mexicans—but thus far the tariff and anti-commer- 
cial regulations of the government have stood in 
their way and paralyzed exertion. 

In mineral resources, Yucatan cannot compare 
with Zacatecas, Guanajuato, and other states. But 
to compensate for the absence of rich ores, the pe- 
ninsula is well stocked with other products of great 
value. Atevery step may be found the well known 
campeachy logwood, verv fine timber, tobacco, 
hemp, indigo, &c. In addition to these, eoffee and 
sugar cane, which are already beginning to be cul- 
timated, will be, as in the Island of Cuba, great and 
inexhaustible sources of wealth. It is astonishing 
to see, on the coast of Yucatan,to the extent of 900: 
miles, the abundant supply of salt. It would seem 
as if there were mines without number. The na- 
tive population, a model of honesty, docile and la- 
borious, are the right sort of stuff out of which 
republicans should be made. Among them, the oid 
Spanish notions are less inveterate than elsewhere, 
and there is a greater disposition to adopt the im- 
provements of the age, without danger of being 
thwarted by the baneful influence 6f superstition. 
Now, in contemplation of these resources, it is easy 
to perceive, that the state of Yacatan will not mere- 
ly seek a separation from Mexico till this or that 
form of government is adopted—but that it will en- 
deavor to establish for itself a distinct existence; 
and perhaps the day is not far distant when it will 
stand forth among the nations an independent 
republic. The means of extending its navigation, 
and opening commercial relations with foreign na- 
tions, are amply furnished by a sea coast of nine 
hundred miles, a country abounding in the products 
of a tropical latitude, and a population industrious, 
intelligent and enterprising. ‘There are countries 
of more limited extent, and smaller means of pros- 
perity, which have raised themselves to a wonder- 
ful height of greatness. In Yucatan, a suitable ba- 
sis has been Jaid for the establishment of polititical 
liberty—the elements of a great republic are there, 
and were that province to sever from Mexico, take 
the direction of her own affairs, and assume the at- 
titude of an independent and sovereign state, the 
effort would no doubt be crowned with success, 
and result not only in her own emancipation, but 
that of her sister states from the thraldom of politi- 
cal and religious despotism that now holds Mexico 
in chains and in darkness. [ lV. O. Bulletin. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—By and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

William Marvin, to be judge of the United States 
for the southern district of Florida. 

Vinton Butler, of Forida, to be district attorney 
of the United States for the district of West Florida, 
in the place of George Walker, resigned. 

J.G. Searcy, to be marshal of the United States 
for the middle district of Florida, in the place of S. 
W. Duvali, deceased. 

Charles F. Ryan, to be consul of the U. States 
for the port of Copenhagen, in the place of Charles 
J. Hambro, resigned. 

James E. Freeman, of New York, to be consul of 
the United States for the port of Ancona, in the 
Roman States. 

Wade H. Greening, register of the land office at 
Sparta, Alabama, from 14th May, 1840, when his 








present commission will expire. 
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‘Benjamin Bythwood, collector of the customs at 
Beaufort, South Carolina, vice David Turner, re- 
moved. atte 

Nathan Bardin, surveyor of the revenue at Bris- 
tol, Rhode Island, vice Allen Wardwell, deceased. 

Geo. Forbes, surveyor of the revenue at Wheel- 
ing, Virginia, vice Jefferson L.. Sangston, resigned. 

John French, surveyor of the revenue at New 
London, Connecticut, from 21st June, 1840, when 
his present commission will expire. 


PosTMASTER GENERAL. To the public. Finding 
it impossible, in consequence of enfeebled health, 
to perform the duties of postmaster general in a sa- 
tisfactory manner, I have resigned that office, to take 
effect as soon as my successor can be appointed. 

Not having been fortunate enough to accumulate 
wealth in a public office, I am under the necessity 
of resorting to such private employment as is suit- 
ed to my strength and condition, for the purpose of 
meeting the current expenses of a considerable fa- 
inily. 

N few hours each day devoted to the pen, leav- 
ing an abundance of time for relaxation and exer- 
cise, I have found by experience, from the excite- 
ment of composition, to be rather conducive to 
health than injurious, and this is the occupation, 
above all others most agreeable to my taste and my 
present inclination. 

Messrs. Blair and Rives have kindly offered me 
the profits of such subscriptions to the extra Globe 
for the present season, as may be raised on my ac- 
count, and I have consented to contribute to it un- 
til November next, if such a number of subscribers 
shall be obtained as will warrant that step. 

_ Tamthe more inclined to this devotion of my 
_time from a desire to prevent any misconstruction 
gnation.— 
I wish to satisfy the whole world that no dissatis- 
faction with the president or his administration, no 


% indisposition to render it the utmost support in my 


posts no distrust of its measures or its designs, 
as had any effect in determining me to prefer a 
On the contrary, my 


principles, and his firmness, have increased from 
the day I was first officially associated with him; 
nny relations with every member of his cabinet have 
been uniformly of a most friendly character, and 
y devotion to the great measures which have 
“ybeen, and still are, sustained by the administration 
@xXnows noabatement. The leading principles avow- 
Hed by the president I look upon as essential to the 


ple; and if I had supposed that my resignation could 

endanger their success, | should have clung to of- 

ce as I would to life. 

As soon as tine necessary arrangements are made, 

Proposals, with a more extended address, will be 

mp resented to the friends of the administration. 
AMOS KENDALL. 

May 11, 1840. 

CoNVICTIONS FOR VIOLATION OF THE NEU- 
PRALITY LAw. Rersselaer Van Rensselaer, was 
Pentenced to six months imprisonment and fined 
#250, to stand imprisoned until the fine be paid.— 
thaving been satisfactorily shown that he is whol- 
; unable to pay the fine, the president has remitted 
Bhe same. 
® William Lyon Mackenzie, was sentenced to eigh- 
#een months imprisonment from the 20th of June 
stand $10 fine. The residue of his punishment 
Bas, we understand, been also remitted by the pre- 
Bent. [Albany Argus. 
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5 Pitot raw. A bill has been introduced into 
)S°ogress, repealing the act by which Jersey pilots 
re permitted to take charge of vessels in N. York 


arbor. 





Pustre Lanps. The bill which lately passed 
Pe senate for the reduction and graduation of the 
ice of the public lands, provides that all lands 
hich remain unsold after being five years in the 
@arket shall, after December 1, 1840, be entered at 
edollar per acre, and that all lands remaining 
sold for 15 years shall be entered at 75 cents per 
te, No one is allowed to purchase more than a 
1@'f section at these rates. It was urged in support 
the bill that its provisions would affect only re- 

se lands, and such as could not find purchasers at 
€ usual prices. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, with that 
herence to just views which has ever characteris- 
his course in reference to the public lands, 
owed that there were upwards of 70 millions of 
resto be affected by the bill—and that these 
ds, in proportion as settlements were made con- 
lous, would become valuable, and might easily, 
ime, command the present minimum price. If 








preservation of liberty and a government of the peo- | 


‘disposed of according to the bill, the loss to the 
treasury would be serious, and if thrown in large 
masses into market at such low rates, vast tracts 
would inevitably fall into the hands of speculators, 
who would, thus, notonly enrich themselves at the 
expense both of the government and the settlers, 
but by holding out for high prices they would throw 
impediments in the way of settlements, and retard 
the advance of population in the new states. 

This bill is quite a distinct one from the propo- 
sition offered by Mr. Calhoun, in the early part of 
the session, which proposed to cede to the several 
new states all the public lands lying within their re- 
spective limits on condition of their paying filty per 
cent. of the proceeds of sales into the national trea- 
sury. This wholesale surrender of the public do- 
main will find, we hope, few advocates. The vast 
regions of national territory in the west, constitut- 
ing a rich inheritance owned in common by all the 
states, is held by as just a right as the property of 
an individual. There can be shown no legitimate 
claim by which one state or any particular number 
of states can appropriate to themselves what of right 
belongs to the whole confederacy. As to the bill 
recently passed in the senate, it seems to be an un- 
necessary act, which will cause loss to the treasury 
without accomplishing any great good except to 
speculators. It is very certain that the most indif- 
ferent of the lands now in the market will become 
valuable in due time, and they may as well remain 
in the hands of the government until then as to be 
in the possession of persons who purchase to sell 
again, and who will probably exact of the bona fide 
settler a larger price than the ordinary government 
rate. [ Bal. Amer. 


Census OF THE UNITED STATES. The persons 
appointed to take the sixth census, or enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States, are to com- 
mence the performance of their duties on the first 
day of Juneensuing. In order to facilitate as much 
as possible the prosecution of this important duty, 
the citizens are requested to be prepared to answer 
the different interrogatories which will be put to 
them. These interrogatories will have reference 
to the age, sex, (both white and colored) and the 


June, 1840, including those who might have been 
occasionally absent; as also the business or occupa- 
tion in which such persons were employed; the 
number of the deaf and dumb, and the blind, whe- 
ther supported at public or private charge. 

Additional interrogatories will be put in relation 
to agriculture, mines, manufactures, commerce, &c. 
with the number of persons engaged in the respec- 
tive persuits, the amount of capital invested, and 
such other information as will exhibit a “full view 
of the persuits, industry, education and resources 
of the district.” 

Exiract from the act of congress for taking the 
sixth census: 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That each and 
every person more than sixteen years of age, whe- 
ther heads of fumilies or not, belonging to any fa- 
mily within any division, district or territory, nade 
or established withinthe United States, shall be, 


the division, if required, a true account, to the best 
of his or her knowledge, of every person belonging 
to such family respectively, according to the seve- 
ral descriptions aforesaid, on pain of forfeiting twen- 
ty dollars, to be sued for and recovered in any ac- 
tion of debt, by such assistant; the one-half to his 
own use and the other half to the use of the United 
States. 

CoNVENTION OF TOBACCO GROWERS. This 
convention, which assembled at Washington on the 
Ist inst. was attended by delegates from Maryland, 
Virginia, Kentucky and the other tobacco growing 
states. Governor Sprigg,of Maryland, was chosen 
president of the convention, Mr. Benjamin Jones, 
of Petersburg, Va. vice president, Mr. J. 8. Skin- 
ner, of this city, was appointed secretary, and Mr. 
J. Mercer, of Maryland, assistant secretary. 


be deemed expedient to be adopted by the conven- 
tion, made a report embodying some interesting 
statistical items furnished by Mr. Joshua Dodge, 
late government agent in Europe, and containing a 
series of resolutions, which, after some discussion, 
were adopted by the convention. 

The three countries of Europe to which the 
largest amounts of American tobacco are exported 
are Great Britain, Holland and France. In the 
ports of Holland very moderate duties are levied, 
the impost being 124 cents per 100 Ibs. for Virgi- 
nia and 144 for Maryland tobaceo. ‘The only thing 
to be complained of in this case is that a discrimina- 
ition is made unfaverable to Maryland, and also that 





total number of each family, on the first day of 


and hereby is, obliged to render to the assistant of 
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Mr. R. W. Bowie, from the committee appointed | 
to consider and recommend such measures as might | 








tobacco from other quarters, such as the East In- 
dies, Brazil, &c. are admitted at still lower rates 
than the American article. Belgium imposes a 
duty of 267 cents on Maryland tobacco and Ameri- 
can stems, and 234 cents on Virginia. The annual 
direct exportation of American tobacco to Great 
Britain averaged for the last three years 28,773 
hogsheads, of which about 18,000 hogsheads were 
annually consumed in that country. The duty le- 
vied by Great Britain is enormous, being 3 shillings 
or 723 cents per lb. yielding a revenue of seventeen 
millions of dollars. In connection with this state- 
ment, the report, as first submitted by the commit- 
tee, says: 

Great Britain should take into consideration that 
there is no duty levied in the United States on any 
of her produce or manufactures which can in any 
manner be compared with the enormous duty of 
723 cents per lb. or over 800 per cent, on our to- 
baccos; [and that this duty weighing particularly 
heavy on those sections of our country which have 
been the mest favorably disposed to a low rate of 
duties in the United States, and it certainly be- 
comes an important question for Great Britain to 
take into serious consideration whether she can ex- 
pect that those sections of our country will conti- 
nue to be favorably disposed to low rates of duties 
on British produce and manufactures should the 
government of that country continue to levy such 
an enormous duty on one of the principal staples of 
American industry ]. 

The words in brackets were afterwards stricken 
out after some debate. 

In France the duties on American tobacco are 
very heavy—as may be judged by the fact that in 
1837 the monopoly of tobacco produced to the 
French treasury a nett profit of more than eleven 
millions of dollars. As itis not stated what pro- 
portion of American tobacco enters into the manu- 
factured article consumed in France, the best ap- 
proximation that can be made estimates the re- 
venue derived by France from American tobacco 
alone at five and a half millions of dollars annually 
—a sum which is believed to be more than double 
the amount of revenue obtained by the U. States 
from all the importations of French goods into this 
country. 

As a brief summary of the statements made by 
Mr. Dodge, all of which are founded on official do- 
cuments, it is said that Russia levies a duty of over 
200 per cent.; England over 800 per cent.; in a great 
part of Germany near 100 per cent. on first cost; 
and France, Spain, Italy and Austria derive enor- 
mous profits from their system of monopoly. It 
may safely he said that Europe levies a revenue of 
about thirty millions of dollars on about one hun- 
dred thousand hogsheads of American tobacco, 
which cost in the United States about 7 millions. 
These enormous duties and restrictions are of the 
most serious injury to ouragricultural and commer- 
cial interests; whilst the total nett revenue of the 
United States derived from all articles of importa- 
tions from all parts of the world, according to the 
report of the secretary of the treasury, for the two 
years ending 31st December, 1838, was an average 
of $16,866,017. [. American. 

The following are the resolutions recommended 
by the committee and adopted by thé conventiun: 

Resolved, That this convention views with deep 
regret and sense of injury, the continued heavy 
burdens imposed upon tobacco imported from the 
United States into foreign countries whose products 
and manufactures are admitted into this country 
entirely free of, or at anomina! duty. That this 
inequality is at war with that spirit of reciprocity 
by which friendly commercial nations should be 
governed, and that a longer submission to it by the 
governioent of the United States would be unjust 
to the tobacco planters, destructive of their inte- 
rests, and evince a gross want of attention to their 
just remonstances. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appoint- 
ed by the president of this convention to draught a 
memorial to the congress of the United States, 
urging the adoption of such measures as may be 
best calculated to effect a modification or repeal ot 
the high duties and restrictions in foreign coun- 
tries upon tobacco imported from the United 
States; and that the senators and representatives in 
congress from the tobacco growing states be, and 
they are hereby requested to use their efforts to 
accomplish these objects. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed | 
by the president of this convention to draft an ad- 
dress to the tobacco planters of the United States 
setting forth their grievances, and urging them to 
lose no time in pepo re congress to relieve 
them, so far as that may be done by national legis- 
lation, from oppressions already too long endured; 
and which, when they are fully understood, cannot 
be quietly submitted to. 
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desvived, Liat this convention recognise with 
grateful satisfaction the measures which have al- 
ready been employed, with auspicious effect, to 
precure the adoption by foreign governments of 
measures of just reciprocity in regard to the inte- 
rests represented by this convention, and that they 
entertain and hereby respectfully express the hope 
that the government of the United States will perse- 
vere in its exertions to accomplish the reduction or 
repeal of the heavy duties aud restrictions of which 
we complain. ; : 

kiesvived, ‘That a copy of the proceedings of this 
convention be communicated tothe president of the 
United States, and to each of the senators and repre- 
sentatives in congress from the tobacco growing 
states. 

ARMY. 

St. Augustine, May 1. Captain Holmes, at some 
place west of St. Jobns river, struck a trail, and af- 
ter following it up some distance, and not finding 
the Indians, suspected the Indians might be follow- 
ing him; be accordingly laid four men in ambush and 

roceeded on with the rest of his company; shortly 
afterwards two Indians came up, and were fired on 
by the men in concealment—killing one and so bad- 
ly wounding the other, that he was taken. 

We did not learn the date of the occurrence, 
though it happened very recently. [ Herald. 

Extract of a letter to the editor, dated Fort Lau- 
derdale, E. F. April 24. 

A most provoking and unexpected incident oc- 
curred about a half a mile from this post to-day. 

The water in New river becoming rather brack- 
ish at times, opposite the post, it has been necessary 
to ascend the river, a short distance in order to pro- 
cure fresh. While a party of five men were per- 
forming this reap in a small boat, they were fired 
upon by some Indians, who were concealed in a 
mangrove scrub, the marshy and usually inundated 
nature of which, has always induced the belief that 
no human being would ever undertake to enter it. — 
Three of the men were wounded, the other two es- 
caping unhurt. Serg’t Holton, a man whose exein- 
plary bearing asa soldier, has always eniisted the 
inost exalted approbation of all under whom he ever 
served, is thought to be mortally wounded, two balls 
having penetrated his body near the liver, The In- 
dians were not seen by any of the soldiers, but from 
the number of balls which took effect, there must 
have been at least half a dozen. 

A party of fifteen or twenty men under captain 
Davidson, who commands this post, resorted with 
the ulinost prompiness to the scrub in which they 
were concealed, but were unable, with all the un- 
bounded zeal which such a deed could inspire, to 
overtake the sly and murderous rascals, they having 
yelled and retreated as soon as their bloody design 
was accomplished. [ Savannah Georgian. 

NAVY. 

Marine hospital. The Norfolk Beacon speaks in 
high terms of the neatness, cleanliness and comfort 
of the marine hospital near that place, and gives the 
following as the number of sick and disabled sea- 
men admitted during the year ending on the 31st of 
March last, was 131, of whom 124 have been dis- 
charged cured: six have died, and four still remain. 
The six who died were afflicted as follows: apo- 
plexy 2, billious fever 2, tetanus 1, inflammation of 
thelungs1. Three of the above persons were bare- 
ly alive when brought to the hospital. 

The U.S. ships Columbia and John Adams were 
at Valparaiso, on the 8th February, where they ar- 
rived a few days before, from Canton, via the Sand- 
wich Islands—these ships had lost 70 men by the 
cholera morbus. Both vessels were to sail in about 
a week, for Calloa, and from thence to the United 
States. The U.S.ship Falmouth, and schooner 
Shark, had sailed fur Callao. The Falmouth would 
sail for the United States about the 20th of March. 

The U. S. ship Cyane sailed from Malaga on the 
11th of March for Montevideo, officers and crew all 
well. 

The U. S. ship of the line Ohio, and frigate 
Brandywine, were at Port Mahon, on the 16th of 

March, officers and crew all well. 

The Ariny and Navy Chronicle publishes several 
letters from different vessels of war composing the 
West India squadron, giving a somewhat Flemish 
account of the sailing qualities of those vessels. — 
The Macedonian frigate, for instance, which is in 
truth a new ship, though purporting to be the Ma- 
cedonian captured by Decatur, is described as “‘in- 
deed a beast; one of the most uncertain and slowest 
crafts in stays or any evolution” ever seen. 

“All the West India squadron,” it is added, “save 
the Levant, are all dull and unfit vessels for naval 
yurposea. They can neither overtake an equal or 
snferior, or ran away from a superior force.” 

This condemnation includes the Macedonian fri- 

, and the Ontario, Erie and Warren, sloops of 


said, was outsailed with ease by the British frigate 
Winchester. 

The Erie had in confinement a man for the de- 
liberate murder of one of bis comrades near Vera 
Cruz. The civil authorities would doubtless de- 
mand and try him. 

Captain B. Kennon was, we are sorry to perceive, 
about to relinquish the command of the Macedo- 
nian, Owing to ill health. He is to be succeeded, 
as the annexed orders show, by captain Rousseau. 
Orders. April 8.—Surgeon D. Egbert, detached 
from W. I. squadron, and leave to return home. 
Surgeon S. W. Ruff, ship Levant, West Indies. 
waren W. A. W. Spottswood, ship Warren, 


April 10.—Surgeon W. F. Patton, detached from 
ship Levant, and leave to reiurn home. 

oatswain Edward Cevendy and sailmaker John 
Peed, receiving ship Norfolk. 

Lieutenauts C. W. Chauncey, J. J. Boyle, G. 
M. Bache, J. K. Mitchell, Henry Moor, S. C. 
Rowan and W. Chandler; surgeon S. Sharp; passed 
midshipmen A. A. Holcomb, D. F. Dulany, R. 
Bache, D. D. Porter, O. H. Berryman, C. P. Pat- 
terson and W. B. Whiting, coast survey under 
cominand of lieutenant T. R. Gedney. 
ae 11. P. mid. J. F. Borden, depot of charts, 

c 


April 12. Capt. L. Rousseau, command of frigate 
Macedonian, vice capt. B. Kennon, relieved on ac- 
count of ill health, with leave to return home. 
Passed mid. R. Wainwright and W. H. Ball, de- 
tached from coast survey. 
The Chronicle also says the correspondence, 
published among the public documents by con- 
gress, between the French rear admiral Baudin and 
commodore Shubrick, relative to some misunder- 
Standing about the etiquette of salutes, which oc- 
curred hetween these two coimancers last sum- 
mer at St. Augustine, and had before occurred at 
the harborof Vera Cruz. The moral of it seems 
to us very plain, thatif we intend that our officers 
commanding squadrons, shall be treated as equals 
by the commanders of the squadrons of other na- 
tions, we must give them equal rank. 
Subordination at home, and due consideration 
abroad, both, in our judgment, call for the creation 
in our service, of the rank of rear admiral. 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
The legislature of this state convened at Newport 
on Wednesday last, and adjourned on Friday even- 
ing, to meet again at the same place on the fourth 
Monday of June. On counting the votes for gov- 
ernor, tt was found that Samuel W. King (whig) 
had 4,797 votes; Thomas F. Carpenter (edm.) 
3,417, scattering 68. King’s plurality over Car- 
penter 1,379; over all 1,311. Dimon’s majority for 
lieutenant governor 1.333. Average majority for 
whig senators over 1,300. 
CONNECTICUT. 

J. W. Huntington, (W.) has been elected U. S. 
senator, in place of Mr. Betts, deceased. Mr. Hun- 
tington was forinerly a me:nber of congress, and is 
now one of the judges of the supreme court of the 
state of Connecticut, and is represented to be a 
gentleman of fine talents. 

The opening speech of governor Ellsworth to the 
legislature, alter a very brief reference to the finan- 
cial condition of the state, discusses at length the 
subject of currency and the banking system. 

From the treasurer’s account, it appears that the 
state is free from debt, and possesses in the treasury 
the sum of $18,544. This sum with the avails ofa 
one cent tax, dividends on bank stock, and sundry 
other small receipts, are sufficient to meet its or- 
dinary expenses, which do not vary much from 
$80,000. 

From the accounts of the commissioner of the 
school fund, we learn that the fund is $2,040,000; 
the dividend made for the last year, $103,315 00; 
which has been appropriated among eighty-two 
thousand six hundred and seventy-six children. 

The New York Evening Post (adm.) in allusion 
to the message, says: ‘‘As to the reasoning of the 
governor about the currency, it seems to be pretty 
inuch in the old strain, consisting of sore Jamenta- 
tions over the miserable condition of the nation, fol- 
lowed by glowing prophecies of the good that would 
be brought by an instauration of a national bank. 

‘In one respect we like this address better than 
most of the whig documents that have been put 
forth within the last six months. it openly declares 
the whig policy, without shuffling or tergiversation, 
and argues the cause of a national bank, of a pro- 
tective tariff, of the exploded credit system and 
Kindred topics, with as much earnestness as the 
whigs used to do, some two years since, as if they 
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which no body we believe contends, are demonstrat- 
ed with great coyency, and the necessity of some 
sort of credit, which no one doubts, is satisfactorily 
illustrated. Banks are proved to have been of con- 
siderable advantage to the public, and of special 
benefit to their stockholders, and a want of confi. 
dence is clearly shown to be a prominent cause of 
commercial embarrassments, 

NEW YORK. 
Rail road accident and loss of life. On Monday 
last, the bridge in Durham, over which the Catskij| 
and Canajoharie rail road passed, fell while a train 
of five cars was upon it, and the whole was preci- 
pitated into the creek a distance of filteen feet. A 
Mr. Tyler, of Durham was instantly killed. Sever. 
al of the passengers were more or less injured by 
bruises, breaking of limbs, &c. 
Adjournment of the legislature. The senate on 
Wednesday last passed a resolution fixing the day 
of adjournment for the second Tuesday of May. 
Bills, appropriating $4,100,000 for purposes of 
internal improvement, have passed the legislature. 
Three millions and a balf of which are for the en. 
laigement of the Erie canal, and the completion of 
the lateral canals. 

Free banks. From a table published in the Alba. 
ny Evening Journal, we learn that the aggregate 
capital, paid and secured to be paid, of the free 
banks, on the Ist of January, was $15,227,321 46; 
outstanding circulation on or near the Ist of Janu. 
ary, $3,590,790 32. Specie $1,135,895 44. Thi 
aggregate circulation of the incorporated banks on 
the Ist of January last, was $10,629,000. Conse- 
quently, the circulation of all the banks in the state 
scarcely exceeded $14,000,000. On the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1837, the circulation of the incorporated banks 
exceeded $24,000,000. No free banks were then 
in existence. Hence it appears that, notwithstand- 
ing the recent creation of so many new banks, the 
aggregate circulation of all the banks in the state 
was ten millions less on the Ist of January last than 
on the Ist of January, 1837; or in other words, was 
reduced more than two-fifths. 

Whig celebration. On the 9th inst. the whigs of 
the city of New York, celebrated the anniversary 
of Harrison’s victory at Fort Meigs in 1818, in great 
style. 

"hapindiincite at Cataraugus creek. A correspond- 
ent ofa Buffalo paper states that the mouth of the Cal- 
turaugus creek has been so improved that steamboats 
of the largest class has a convenient entrance, an 
easy berth, and safe protection from the storm and 
tempest of the lake. 


City of New York. New buildings. The New 
York Sun contains a list of the number of new build- 
ings of all descriptions erected annually in that city 
froin 1834 to 1839 inclusive. From this statement 
which is made up froin the reports of the city inspec- 
tors, we obtain the following particulars, Aggregate 
number of buildings erected yearly— 

In 1834 , ° ° : ; ‘ ee | 
1835 ; ° ° ; : ‘ . 1,259 
1836 ° ° ° ‘ ° : 1,826 
1837 ° , , ° , ° . $40 
1838 ‘ ° ° ° ‘ ° o, »seen 
1839 ° ; ‘ : : ‘ . 674 

Total 6,257 

The buildings erected in 1839 were as follows:— 
383 brick dwellings, 45 frame do., 6 frame and brick 
do., 72 brick stores and dwellings, 5 granite bank- 
ing houses, 98 granite and brick stores, 8 brick 
stores, 22 brick manufactories, 11 brick stables, 4 
brick churches, 4 brick school houses, 1 brick cir- 
cus, | brick theatre, 5 wooden barns, 1 brick engine 
house, 6 wooden stores and dwellings. 

If it were practicable when the next census is ta- 
ken to assertain the number of buildings in the dif- 
ferent cities, it would present some singular results. 


of New York, although the population of the latter 
is said to besome 50,000 more than this city. In 
1850, owing to the great increase of our manufac- 
tures, particularly in iron, the population of Phila- 
delphia will probably equal that of New York. 

[ North American. 

Saratoga. About 30 buildings aie going up at 
Saratoga Springs, including a spacious wing to the 
United States hotel, 200 feet long, which will enable 
the proprietors of that establishment to accommodate 
not less than four hundred guests. The American 
hotel, by Mr. Wilcox, on the site of his former ta- 
vern house, is nearly coinpleted. 

Fall of rents. A store in Broadway, New York, 
which has heretofore been leased for $10,000 per 
annum, has recently been rented for $1,000 a j eat 
by the lessees, 

Married women. Insurance on husband’s lives.— 





had not yet forgotten these their ancient favorites. 








war. The Levant is alone excepted, and she, it is 


The evils of an exclusive metallic currency, for 


New York represented in the senate and assembly” 
on the Ist inst. and the act bas since received the 











We believe that Philadelphia would stand far ahead | 


A law was passed, by “the people of the state of 
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approbation of the governor, which makes it lawful 


for auy married woinan, by herself, and in her name 


or in the name of a third person, with his assent, as 
her trustee, to cause to be insured, for her sole use, 
the life of her husband for any definite period, or for 
the term of his natural life; and in case of her sur- 
viving her husband, the sum or nett amount of the 
insurance, is payable to her, to and for her own use, 
free froin the claims of the representatives of her 
husband, or any of his creditors: but such exemp- 
tion does not apply where the amount of premium 
annually paid exceeds three hundred dollars. In 
case of death of the wife, before the decease of her 
husband, the amount of the insurance may be made 
payable after her death to her children or their guar- 
dian, for their use. [ Boston Transcript. 

General banking law of New York—comptroller’s 
report. The general banking law of New York 
being based upon a system hitherto untried in this 
country, its operation has been regarded with con- 
siderable interest. The restrictions upon banking 
being removed, and the right of issuing notes being 
extended to all who might choose to einbark in the 
business, under certain regulations and conditions, 
it was reasonable to expect that great changes, at- 
tended by excitements and fluctuations, would mark 
the introduction of such a system; especially when 
the safety fund organization established upon dif- 
ferent principles still contizued to hold an important 
es in the business world. The comptroller in 

is first report states that the past year has not fur- 
nished a fair criterion by which to judge of the 
operation of the system. One half of the new 
banks have been in business but a few months, and 
during that period derangements of an unusual 
character have affected the general state of the cur- 
rency, so that it is difficult to judge what effect the 
action of the new system would have upon the ele- 
ments of trade and finance in ordinary times. It 
appears that the opportunities afforded by the law 
for engaging in the business of banking were seiz- 
ed upon with avidity. One hundred and thirty-four 
certificates of the formation of associations have been 
filed, seventy of which have commenced business, 
and also three private individual banks, making se- 
venty-three new banks. Securities, such as the 
law demands, have been obtained and deposited to 
the amount of $7,168,507; and upon this sum notes 
amounting to more than $6,000,000 have been put 
in circulation within the last fifteen months. One 
bank has wound up its business without loss to the 
bill holders; two others are likely to follow the same 
course, and it is believed that a similar safety will 
be the result. 

The amount of the circulation of the safety fund 

banks, as appears by the report of the bank com- 
missioners on the Ist January, 1839, was 19,373,149 
dollars. The amount of circulating notes of the free 
banks, on the Ist January, 1839, was $396,300.— 
The whole circulation of the state was therefore on 
the Ist of January, 1839, $19,769,449. For the 
last year ending December 1s!, 1839, the amount 
of circulating notes issued by the free banks, 
was $6,022,019: amount of safety fund notes in 
circulation at the same date, $12,000,000, makin 
the entire circulation on the Ist December, 1839, 
$18,012,019; showing that the circulation had di- 
mninished during the year, $1,757,440. Thisstate- 
ment does not include the amount of post notes is- 
sued by a few of the free banking companies. The 
issue of such was not deemed legitimate by the 
comptroller, ani did not obtain to much extent. 
_ The comptroller suggests a plan for the better ad- 
Justment of the details of the system in reference 
to the transactions of the various banks with one 
another. In order that balances may be settled 
promptly and with regularity, be recommends that 
a board consisting of a delegate from each bank 
should sit at some central point, and that a majority 
of such delegates should select some bank or bank- 
ing association, in the city of Albany, as an ex- 
change agent. The agency being established, every 
association should be ut liberty to send it the notes 
of all the others for exchange and redemption: on a 
given day in each week, the exchange agent should 
assorf, count, and arrange in separate packages all 
the notes received at the agency, adjust the balances 
between the different associations, seal each pack- 
age, and give notices by mail to the respective as- 
sociations cf the amount due from each, which 
hotices should require the balances to be paid at 
the agency at times to be adapted to the distauce 
of the Jebtor association from it. 

Various additional regulations are thought desi- 
rable towards fixing the kinds of stock which the 
comptrolier may receive as cash from associations 
requiring certificates of legal formation for banking 
Purposes; and also how far the comptroller may be 
authorised to make advatices on the security of 
Such stocks whenever any association fails in its 


The whole experience of the free banking sys- 
tem thus far gives nothing definite as to the result of 
the experiment. The decrease of circulation, no- 
ticed in the past year’s transactions, took place in 
the issues of the safety fund notes: the circulation of 
the free banks having increased nearly in propor- 
tion as that of the others diminished. Whether 
this is to be taken as the natural consequence of 
the working of both systems, or whether it is to be 
ascribed in part to the present exigencies of the 
times, we cannot undertake to decide. 

Keport of the canal board. The canal board have 
sent in their report on the expediency of continuing 
the enlargement of the Erie canal. It is a very 
able document—occupying ten columns, renders it 
inpossible for us to lay it before our readers. The 
report is favorable to continuing the enlargement. 

The canal. Below is astatement of the tolls re- 
ceived at the collector’s office in this city, on the 
first two days of navigation respectively, of the 
years 1837, 1838, 1839 and 1840. It will be seen 
that the amount received this yearis wholly unpre- 
cedented. Thus far the canals seem to be doing 
even better this year than they did the last: 
1837—Ist day of navigation, April 20, $338 12 

‘ it 


2d 66 ‘ 21, 785 58 
1838—Ist ee 66 66 12, 264 17 
2d “ 6 Me! 544 20 
1839—Ist om 20 691 74 
2d « oa) i 417 41 
1840—Ist “6 s ss 20, 2,601 43 
2d day, froom8 A.M.to7 P.M. 1,582 18 


No. of bbis. flour cleared up to 7 P. M. of second 
day, $13,233. [ Rochester Daily Democrat. 
Canal tolls at the Syracuse office. 


For the first 7 days in 1837, $2,909 10 
1858, 1,673 29 
1839, 2,613 41 
1840, 3,702 86 
Excess this spring over last, $1,089 45 


Flour is going down the canal in large quantities. 
Over five thousand barrels were shipped froin Ro- 
chester the first five days of navigation. Up to 
Monday evening, this week, 10,806 barrels had 
been cleared at the collector’s office here. 

[ Western State Journal. 

















business, 


Fortifications. The sum called for by the engi- 
neer department for the repairs, &c. of fortifications 
during 1840, is $1,198,872. For works in this state, 
are the following items: 

Repairs of fort Niagara, New York, 
Rebuilding the old fort at Oswego, N. Y. 
Fort at the outlet of Lake Champlain, N. 


$27,500 
20,000 


York, 50,000 
Fort Schuyler, Throg’s Neck, N. York, 80,000 
Repairs of Fort Hamilton, N. Y. harbor, 20,000 
Repairs of Fort Lafayette, N. Y. harbor, 5,000 
Repairs of Fort Columbus, N. Y. harbor, 1,662 
Repairs of Castle William, N. Y. harbor, 5,735 
Repairs of the South battery, Governor’s 

Island, New York, 3,500 


Erie canal enlargement. Report of the canal 
bourd. The canal commissioners of New York 
have made a long and elaborate report in answer to 
certain resolutions of the assembly relative to the 
enlargeinent of the Erie canal, the probable time in 
which such enlargement can be completed, the 
amount of tolls that may be expected from all the 
canals of the state within the next seven years, and 
to what extent the debt of the state may be increas- 
ed during that time without the necessity of resorting 
to loans or to direct taxation. 

In reference to the probable increase of tolls,— 
the most important point to be considered,—the 
board have founded their replies upon the basis of a 
strict calculation, taking the statistics of the canal 
receipts for the last fourteen years as the data of 
their estimates. By this mode of reckoning it is 
found that for the two periods of seven years al- 
ready past, the average increase of each year’s tolls 
above those of the preceding has been at the rate of 
seven per cent.; or seven anda half per cent. for any 
period of ten years. Upon this estimate carried for- 
ward through the next seven years it is concluded 
that not only may the existing canal debt be paid 
from the surplus of tolls without a resort to loans or 
to direct taxation, but that also an expenditure of 
fifteen or twenty millions of dollars may be distri- 
buted over that period in such a manner that the in- 
terest of the same and an accumulating fund for the 
ultimate redemption of the principal may be pro- 
vided for out of the surplus tolls. 

The present dimensions of the Erie canal are as 
follows: forty feet wide on the surface and twenty- 
eight on the bottom, and four feet deep. The en- 
larged canal is to be seventy feet wide on the sur- 
face and forty-two on the bottom, with a depth of 
seven feet. The streatns and rivulets entering the 
new canal are to be conducted through culverts un- 
der the bottom, by which means alluvial deposites 
will be prevented, and a uniform depth of seven feet 


be preserved. As to the probable time of complet- 
ing the enlargement, the board cannot give a defi- 
nite answer, as the rate of progress must depend 
upon the resources of the state; and the legislature 
will be enabled to determine in each year the amount 
of work that can be judiciously undertaken. The 
work has already advanced so far that only about 
two millions are required to render the enlargement 
available as far west as Utica. The plan of con- 
struction named above has been adopted in the parts 
already finished and under contract—including dou- 
ble locks 18 feet wide and 110 feet long. 


The report is drawn up in a very able manner, 
exhibiting judgment, caution and astrict adherence 
to calculation. The whole may give an idea of the 
vast resources of the empire state, and serve to vin- 
dicate the liberal policy of internal improvements 
when judiciously pursued—a policy which New 
York was the first state to embark in, and which 
she has found to be productive of the most beneficial 
results. The steadily increasing trade of the last 
fourteen years on the Erie canal shows that the 
annual returns of tolls may be confidently relied on 
as a permanent means of revenue to the state. The 
commissioners, though grounding their calculations 
on the actual receipts of past years, state various 
considerations to show that the business of the great 
canal and of course the tolls to be derived from it, 
will increase during the next seven years in a ratio 
greater than for the seven years just past. The imn- 
| provements going on in the northern parts of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, and in Michigan, are especially 
referred to as opening new means of communica- 
tion with fertile and extensive regions, and thus 
furnishing additional avenues by which trade will 
enter upon the great thoroughfare of the state of 
New York. These anticipations are doubtless well 
founded to a considerable extent. It wouid be no 
matter of surprise, indeed, if the estimates of the 
commissioners, as founded upon the business of late 
years, should be exceeded one fourth at least by the 
actual results of the next seven years. 

[ Baltimore American. 


Contoit, the keeper of an ice cream establishment 
in the upper part of Broadway, New York, is said 
to be worth $200,000. He owns about $52,000 in 
Manhattan bank stock alone. Some time ago, a 
person advised him to quit his business for sone 
other. ‘*What would you have me to do?’’ retorted 
Contoit—«I know nothing else—I cannot be idle— 
I must stick to the ice cream; if 1 should make 
$50,000 a year, I cannot help it.” 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
The legislature, according to adjournment, are to 
re-asseinble at Harrisburg on the 12th instant. 

The Philadelphia Sentinel of the 7th inst. says— 
There appears to be a disposition among some of 
our democratic friends, to make an effort to have the 
resumption law repealed at the extra session of the 
legislature. What benefit tothe community, or to 
the democratical party, they can anticipate from 
such a movement, we confess, we are utterly at a 
loss to imagine. It may be conceded, that the pe- 
riod designated by that act for the resumption of 
specie payments by the banks, is more distant than 
good policy would dictate; but we do not perceive 
that much can be gained, even in that respect, by a 
repeal of the law, whilst the inconvenience ar.d in- 
jury that would be inflicted on the community, as 
well as on the banks, would be alinost incalculable. 
The state of uncertainty which existed during the 
pendency of the bank bills before the legislature, 
paralyzed the movements of our merchants, and, in 
a great degree, destroyed the spring business.— 
Since the passage of the resumption bill, confidence 
is gradully beginning to be restored, and hopes are 
entertained, that by autumn, affairs will resume 
their wonted course. But let the idea once go 
abroad, that the resumption law will be repealed, 
and the banks continue to be harrassed and crippled 
as they have for the last six months and the fair pros- 
pect will vanish. On the faith of that act, the 
banks have advanced the means necessary to pay 
the current expenses of the government, and have 
been using their best exertions to sustain the mer- 
chants, manufacturers and others. Would it be 
fair, would it be honest, under these circumstances, 
to repeal the law? Would not the inevitable result 
of such a course be, still further to embarrass all 
business operations, put a stop to the public im- 
provements, greatly impair the credit of the state; 
and, in a word, throw every thing into confusion? 
Whatever may be the notions of a few political {a- 
natics, we are satisfied, that no such propesition 
will be listened to by the sober and discreet portion 
of the legislature. 


The presidential election in Pennsylvania takes 
lace on Friday the 30th of October next, and not 
in December, as stated by some of the papers at 





home and abroad. {Lancaster Examiner. 
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Internal improvement. ‘To perfect the system of 
internal.improvement in Pennsylvania according 
to the plan already acted on, four millions of dollars 
more, according te the estimate of the canal com- 
missioners, will be required. The Keystone and 
Reporter, Harrisburg, both administration journals, 
are in favor of carrying on the works by additional 
loans to the above amount—in reference to which 
the Inquirer says: *‘The people, we are satisfied, 
are opposed to any farther increase of the indebted- 
ness of Pennsylvania, unless some measures be at 
once adopted, having in view the ultimate payment 
of the $34,000,000, for which the state is now 
liable.”’ ; 

Fugitive slaves. In reference to the important 
questions involved in the Bemis’ case, the Harrisburg 
Keystone says: Under a special act of assembly, 
passed a year ago, the case is to be brought before 
the supreme court at Harrisburg during its May 
term, which will determine whether the laws of 
this commonwealth, on the subject of kidnapping, 
and the apprehension of runaway slaves, is constl- 
tutional or not. The act provides for carrying the 
case eventually before the supreme court of the 
United States. This is a question of great inte- 
rest and importance, both to the southern states and 
to the northern states. It involves, what the slave 
states regard as their dearest rights, and the free 
states, their constitutional right to pass such laws 
on this subject forthe “delivery” of runaway slaves, 
as they may deem proper, if they do not impair the 
right of the slaveholder,to his acknowledged pro- 
perty. The case originated in York county, and the 
counsel, so far as we have heard their names, are 
Mr. Meredith, of Baltimore, for the defendant, and 
the vn bet general, Mr. Johnson, for the common- 
wealth. ‘There may be others, but we have not 
learned their names. The case is the common- 
wealth against Prigg and others indicted for kid- 
napping. 

Coal and iron. The ‘Philadelphia Inguirer states, 
that three furnaces are about to be erected at Dan- 
ville, Pennsylvania, for the purpose of making iron 
with anthracite coal. 

Resumption law. The law requires the banks 
in Pennsylvania to resume specie payments on the 
15th January, 1841, and so far authorises the sus- 
pension, as to absolve the banks from any liability 
therefor, that might work a forfeiture of charter.— 
In other respects, the existing laws relative to con- 
tracts between banks and people, and to the means 
of enforcing them, remain unaltered by the bill. 

The bill anthorising the banks of that state to is- 
sue four millions of dollars in small notes, passed a 
final reading in the senate, by a vote 16 to 13. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Penrose, in fa- 
vor of a protective tariff, passed in the senate. The 
resolutions of Mr. Williams, in favor of a distribu- 
tion of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
passed a third reading in.the senate by a vote of 17 
to 8. 

Bank dividends. ‘The banks of Philadelphia 
which have hitherto during the period of suspension 
been prohibited from dec¢taring dividends on their 
capital stock, have now announced dividends; the 
following banks, at the rate, of 6 per cent. per an- 
num, viz: The Commercial, Farmers and Mecha- 
nics’, Kensington, Northern;Liberties, Penn Town- 
ship, Western, Girard, Mec}:anics’, Manufacturers 
and Mechanics’, Moyamensing, Philadephia, Penn- 
sylvania and Southwark. 

Pitisburg. Harris’ Intelligencer, gives a lively 
description of the reviyal of business. The rivers 
and canal continue in. the best order, and business 
is rather more encouraging; steamboats are now 
going up the Alleghany to Franklin and Warren. 
From eight to ten canal boats arrive from the east 
daily, not so fully loaded as hitherto, but they re- 
turn loaded down, a8 all the warehonses on the ca- 
nal, are amply supplied with flour, tobacco, fea- 
thers, grain and a variety of other goods from Pitts- 
burg for Baltimore, Philadelphia and New York, 
which will occupy our canal boats a month, and 
they have no room forthe present, and decline to 
take new loading for a few days. 

The Monongahela beach has upon it about 20 
steamers, many of which are loading. From the 
18th to the 80th ultimo—a little better than 12 days, 
90 steamers arrived and 91 departed on the Ohio 
and Monongahela, besides the boats on the Alle- 

hany. 

‘Administration meeting. A meeting of the ad- 
ministration party, friends of Mr. McElwee, con- 
vened at Bedford on the 2Jst ult. Charles McDowell 
was called to the chair and maj. L. Taliaferro, Mi- 
chael Moses, A. W. Kenney and Wm. Watt, vice- 

wresidents—and Henry Beaver, esq. and Benjamin 

¥. Garretson secretaries. A committee of one from 
each election district was appointed to nominate a 
candidate and draft resolutions expressive of the 
sense of the meeting. 


| 


wee 
> ne sire aene 


During the absence of the committee the meeting 
was addressed by Job Mann, Esq. and G. W. Bow- 
man—after which the following preamble and reso- 
lutions were reported and unanimously adopted. 

Whereas, a vacancy has recently occurred jin the 
legislature of Pennsylvania in consequence of the 
expulsion from that body of Thomas B. McElwee, 
one of the representatives from this county; and 
whereas, in consequence of said expulsion, a new 
election has been awarded by the speaker of the 
house, to supply said vacancy—therefore, 

Resolved, That we, as democrats of Bedford county, 
will never elevate again to office any man who has 
deserted, after his election, the pure principles of 
the Jackson and Jeffersonian creed. 

Resolved, That we approve of the doctrines laid 
down by the governor in his late annual message, 
but regret that they have not been carried into ac- 
tive operation. 

Resolved, That the odious banking law, postponing 
the resumption of specie payments till the 15th of 
January, 1841, passed by the whigs and anti-masons, 
together with a few apostate democrats, is such a 
bill as deserves the eternal and everlasting execra- 
tion of every genuine democrat in the common- 
wealth. 

Resolved, That all those apostate democrats in 
either branch of the legislature who have sold their 
principles, and who have basely bowed their knees 
to the glittering banking institutions, be consigned 
to merited infamy by sending them down 

‘To the vile dust from whence they sprung, 
Unwept, unhonored and unsung.”’ 

Resolved, That the firm and independent stand 
taken by the forty-five democrats in the lower 
house, and the thirteen in the senate, is such as en- 
title them to the thanks and esteem of every mem- 
ber of their party. 

Resolved, That we highly approve of the course 
pursued by our worthy representative, MArrin 
Loy, esq. and return to him our heartfelt thanks for 
his fidelity in adhering to the principles of the party 
that elevated him. ; 

Resolved, That we regard the speech of senator 
Brown, of Philadelphia county, as embodying the 
views of the democracy of Pennsylvania, and not 
only of Pennsylvania, but also of the whole union, 
and that we regard all who oppose the purely de- 
mocratic doctrine contained therein as traitors and 
as enemies to the republican party. 

Resolved, That we have every confidence in the 
wisdom, the firmness, the honesty and the integrity 
of Manrin Van Buren, our worthy chief magis- 
trate—that in him we have found a man fully com- 
petent to regulate the affairs of this great and flour- 
ishing republic, and at the coming November elec- 
tion, we will give him our united suffrages. 

Resolved, That in the honorable James Buchanan, 
our talented United States senator, we recognize the 
able adcocate of the poor man—that his brilliant 
speech on the independent treasury has ranked him 
among the ablest of senators, and the most profound 
of statesmen—and that we feel a county pride in 
recominending him as the successor of Martin Van- 
Buren in 1844. 

Resolved, That we recommend to the citizens of 
this county, Wm. McDona cp, of St. Clair township, 
as a suitable person to supply the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the expulsion of Thomas B. McElwee, 
and that we pledge ourselves to use all fair and 
honorable means to promote nis election. 

Resolved, That owing to the present embarrassed 
state of the finances, we consider it unwise, as well 
as impracticable, for the legislature to increase the 
state debt by making new appropriations other than 
to keep up repairs and pay the debts due the labor- 
ers and contractors, and we hereby instruct our 
members to oppose any appropriations unless it be 
for such purposes as are already specified. 

Resolved, That this meeting appoint Henry Sni- 
der, esq. major John Sipes, and A. W. Kenny, esq. 
as conferees to meet the conferees chosen by the 
counties of Somerset and Cambria, to select a per- 
son to run asa candidate for congress at the next 
election. 

CHARLES McDOWELL, president. 
L. TALIAFERO, 
Micwaet Moses, , 
A. Wi Kununy, vice presidents. 
Wa, Warr 
Henry Beaver, 
B. W. Garreison, 

The senate of Pennsylvania, The new speaker 
of the senate Mr. Kingsbury, from Wayne county, 
will have unexpectedly to preside over an extrases- 
sion of that body. He was elected to fill the place 
of gen. Rogers, whose term of service will expire 
at the nextelectionin October. It is the practice 
in such cases for the speaker to resign a few days 
before the close of the session, otherwise there 


secrelaries. 





might be a period of time between October and the 


meeting of the legislature in January, when the 
senate might not have a presiding officer. It was 
to meet such an emergency that Mr. Kingsbury was 
elected. For the constitution provides that in the 
event of the resignation or death of the governor, 
the speaker of the senate must act as governor, till 
the next election. Mr, Kingsbury is therefore, 
what is called in other states, lieutenant governor, 
The senate is composed of 33 members, who ge- 
nerally from their limited number preserve very 
excellent order in their body. The cause of agita- 
tion and excitement is generally to be found in the 
large bodies of legislation. In the smaller houses 
matters are usually conducted with great proprie- 
ty. Mr. Kingsbury is one of the most amiable gen- 
tlemen in the country,is an excellent lawyer, was 
chairman of the judiciary committee, and will dis- 
charge the duties of the chair to the satisfaction of 
all parties. 

Pennsylvania and Ohio canal. The line of com- 
munication between the far west of Ohio and Phi. 
ladelphia is now complete. Cargoes of produce 
have arrived in this city from Cleveland and else- 
where, via the Pinsetitenis and Ohio canal, and 
we may now consider that important link in the 
great chain as complete, and internal navigation as 
now secure, 

We have occasion to know, that among other 
articles received, not mentioned by our commercial 
assistant, were many barrels of flour, one of which, 
with a kind and courteous epistle, found its way to 
our domicile; a proof that those who possess the 
means of supplying the granaries, and accepting 
the services of those who understand the signs ot 
the times, have a thought for their fellow laborers, 
and are not like the great one of Egypt, “who re- 
membered not Joseph.” 

We are authorised by our womenkind, to say, 
that the flour from the west, is of a most excellent 
quality, white, fine and yielding to the appliances 
for pastry, cakes, &c. as kindly as if it were ground 
by their own hands, as in old times flour was wont 
to be ground. Miss Leslie was called into requisi- 
tion, chapter and verse quoted, and the whole kitch- 
en squadron were up to their elbows in the material. 
The oven looked as fierce as Nebuchadnezzar’s; 
and in the end there was proof positive, proof legal, 
and proof satisfactory, that the barrel of western 
flour was worthy those whence it came. And 
though all may not have a barrel of flour by the 
Pennsylvania and Ohio canal, yet we certainly be- 
lieve that barrels will be more plentiful in Philadel- 
phia, and consequently more easily obtained by all, 
in consequence of the completion of that important 
work. And public thanks and public gratitude are 
due to those gentlemen whose means have been la- 
vished, and whose influence employed to finisha 
work that must give immense additional conse- 
quence to the great line of improvements of Penn- 
sylvania, and ensure a transit to Philadelphia, mer- 
chandise nearly six weeks advance of that from N. 
York. Success to such enterprise, and gratitude to 
those by whom they are projected and completed. 
The flour was received in Philadelphia by Messrs. 
Leech & Co’s fast line, in five days from Pittsburg. 

Western transportion. Yesterday afternoon the 
different transportation lines adopted the following 
rates for carrying goods from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burg: 


Coffee and codfish, 95 cts. per 100 lbs. 


Groceries, $1 10 $s 
Steel, i 40 $6 
Hardware, 1 40 +s 
Queensware incrates, 1 40 ‘§ 
Dry goods, 1 50 +f 
Fish, (mackerel) 1 75 44 
Herring, 1 50 ss 


Time through 8 days. 

We have always been the advocates of a reduc- 
tion of the rates of carriage to Pittsburg. We be- 
lieve the prices are now down to the lowest saving 
point. A vast amount of produce is coming in from 
the west. We learn that a single line have con- 
tracted to bring in 1,000 packs of furs and skins 
belonging to the American fur company, also 600 
bales of cotton, besides a large quantity of bacon, 
flour, &e. Another line have upwards of 800 
hogsheads of tobacco, and a large quantity of wheat 
and flour engaged. All the other lines have a con- 
siderable amount of produce engaged. But few 
voods, however, are going westward, which in- 
creases the expense of transportation eastward. 

[ Phila. North American. 

Commerce of Philadelphia. The great and con- 
tinued scarcity of the larger class of vessels this 
season, has materially curtailed the operations in 
this market, particularly in flour and wheat for ship- 
ment to Europe. Freights have ruled unusually 
high, and the requisite number of vessels, even at 
double the rates obtained last season, were not ‘0 





be procured. Notwithstanding the embarrassments 
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under which we, in common with the rest of the 
country are laboring at present, added te the want 





of vessels, the number of arrivals this season have | p 


not fallen off to any great extent, and as large sup- 
plies of bread stuffs, tobacco, cotton and other arti- 
cles of produce from the west are now seeking this 
market; our foreign business is certain to increase 
with the return of better times. In tobacco, parti- 
cularly, the increased receipts have been compara- 
tively great. Up to the 8th of April, 1838, the in- 
spection at the city warehouse was 199 hogsheads; 
last year up to the same period it was 203 hogs- 
heads, while this year it amounts to 517 hogsheads. 
The comparative number of arrivals during the 
last three years have been as follows: In 1838, up 
to April 6th inclusive, 1,242, of which seventy 
were foreign; 1839, 1,533, seventy-seven of them 
foreign; and in 1840, 1,323, sixty-eight of which 
were from foreign ports. [N. Amer. 


MARYLAND. 

York and Wrightsville rail road. The York Ga- 
zette of yesterday says:—This road is now complet- 
ed—and cars are running regularly between the 
two points. A connection has been formed with the 
daily train which reaches York from Baltimore via 
the Baltimore and Susquehanna rail road, and with 
the eastern cars on the Columbia and Philadelphia 
railway. The railway communication between the 
Pennsylvania improvements and cities of Baltimore 
and Washington, through the borough of York, is 
now complete—and the superior manner in which 
several links of the chain are constructed—the ele- 
gant and commodious cars—and the attentive and 
accommodating agents superintending them—give 
warrent to the traveller of comfort, safety and ex- 
pedition, in a degree scarely equalled upon any 
other rail road in the union. {.4merican. 


Tide Water canal, On announcing the arrival of 
the first boats by this route the American says:— 

We announced in our paper of yesterday the ar- 
rival of four canal boats in tow of the steamer Pa- 
tapsco from Havre de Grace, the termination of the 
Tide Water canal. As these arrivals constitute the 
beginning of a trade which will form a new era in 
the commerce of Baltimore, and since they afford 
the first palpable evidence of the completion of a 
work which has long been an object of interest to 
our citizens, we may notice the event as one of the 
highest importance. The long desired connection 
with the internal improvements of Pennsylvania is 
now attained, and for the first time our city enjoys 
an unbroken canal communication with the great 
valley of the Susquehanna—a district of country 
which looks to the Chesapeake metropolis as the 
natural market for its productions, but to which the 
means of access hitherto have not been complete. 
Weare also brought into close connection with 
Pittsburg and the west—so that transportation to 
and fro may be now carried on with expedition and 
ease. In short, all the advantages which the Penn- 
sylvania works have been securing by opening new 
means of communication with distant portions of 
the country, are now participated in by our city, at 
the same time that Pennsylvania herself is possess- 
ed of a new link in her widely extended chain, ren- 
dering her system complete and allowing a freer 
circulation to trade within her borders. 


Of the boats whose arrival was announced yes- 
terday, one is from Bald Eagle, on the west branch 
Susquehanna canal; oue from Lewisburg, on the 
same division; one from Northumberland, where 
the north and west branches meet; and the fourth is 
from Harrisburg. They bring cargoes of wheat, 
flour, &«.—F rom each place the course has been 
direct and uninterrupted—no bulk broken—no 
transhipments; boats and cargoes reach our wharves 
in the same condition as when they started on the 
voyage. The operation of towing from Havre de 
Grace is found to be easy and free from danger. 
Return cargoes may now be sent, consisting of gro- 
ceries, dry goods and such merchandise as the wants 
of the interior may require—a mode of payment 
for produce much better than the old one where 
flour, whiskey, &c. from the Susquehanna were to 
be paid for in drafts or money, for want of suitable 
means of transporting dry goods, sugar, coffee, salt 
fish, plaster, &c. which would have been taken if 
such means of transportation had existed. Our 
inerchants may now extend their operations with 
safety and purchase produce to any extent, since 
payments may be made in commodities which this 
market is supplied with perhaps better than any 
other on the sea board. Our proximity to the West 
Indies and the convenience of trade between this 
port and those islands, will enable us to supply the 
interior with heavy groceries on the very best terms, 
now that an easy and cheap medium of communi- 
cation is opened for transportation. For the same 
reason our market must always be an excellent one 
for flour and interior produce of all kinds, so that 





farmers in the country may look to Baltimore in the 
sure expectation of getting the best prices for their 
roductions. 

* The project of the Tide Water canal was started 
in 1835. Now that the scheme is successfully 
achieved we may be allowed to look back and in- 
dulge in some agreeable reflections while review- 
ing the many difficulties and embarrassments which 
stood in the way of its accomplishment. Of these, 
however, it is not necessary to speak. Impressed 
with the great importance of the work, we gave our 
labors to it as journalists from the first; and never has 
its advancement been lost sight of in our columns. 
It is but a reasonable pride, then, with which we 
now hail the completion of the Tide Water canal, 
and offer congratulations to our fellow citizens both 
here and in Pennsylvania. It will be found that 
at no time have we overrated its importance to the 
business interests of our city, but on the other hand 
we feel persuaded that the anticipations which the 
best friends of the work have indulged in will be 
far exceeded by actual results—if proper means 
are used to improve the advantages which are now 
placed within our reach. 


Commerce of Baltimore. The following is an 
aggregate of the amount of imports, exports, ves- 
sels from foreign ports, and vessels built, during 
the year 1839: 

Imports—Total value, $6,952,618 

Exports—Total value, $4,546,145. 

Vessels entered from foreign ports—47 ships, 29 
barques, 176 brigs and 174 schooners—in all, 426 
vessels. 

Of which 335 were American, 77,330 tons. 

“ 91 were foreign, 21,033 <« 

Vessels built—5 steamboats, 2 ships, 7 brigs and 
56 schooners; in all 9,818 tons—70 vessels in all. 

The number of now houses erected in this city 
during the last year, 465. 


Inspections in Baltimore. Jesse Hunt, esq. regis- 
ter of the city, has furnished the following inspec- 
tions in the city, for the quarter ending on the 31st 
ult. exclusive of returns made to the state:— 

254,459 barrels wheat flour; 7,821 half do.; 2,248 
barrels rye flour; 277 hhds. corn meal; 3,891 bls. 
do.; 83 half do. do.; 1,591 bls. beef, Baltimore 
packed; 15] halfdo. do. do.; 327 bls. pork do.; 779 
do. do. foreign packed; 161 bls. lard; 61 half do.; 
7,85, kegs do.; 13 bls. butter; 59 half do.; 2,155 
kegs do.; 9 stands do. 180,998 sides sole leather 
and rough skirting, from the yard. 


Commerce and trade of Baltimore. Coffee. There 
were imported into the district of Baltimore from fo- 
reign ports for the quarter enduring Dec. 31, 1839, 

bags, 28,870 
Previously in 1839, 94,636 


Total in 1839, bags, 123, 506 
Imported during the year 1838, 96,472 








Excess of 1839 over 1838, bags, 27,034 


Sugars. Amount of sugars imported from foreign 
ports into the district of Baltimore for the quarter end- 
ing 31st Dec. 1839, viz: 

hhds. 164 tries. brs. 43 bxs. 1,225 
Prey. in 1839, 12,725 196 2,465 7,129 











TI. 1839 hhds. 12,889 tres. 
Import 1838, 11,780 00 


hhds. 1,108 bris. 3,649 bxs. 216 

The hhds. of 1839, it will be perceived, exceed the 

number of those of 1835; while the bris. and bxs. of 
1835, exceed those of 1839. 

Molasses. Amount of molasses imported into the 


district of Baltimore from foreign ports, for the quarter 
ending 31st Dec. 1839: 


196 bris. 2,508 bxs. 8,354 
6,157 8,570 














hhds. 64 tres. 28 bbls. 57 
Previousin 1839, 7,376 779 970 
Total, 1539, hhds. 7,440 tres. 807 _ bbls. 654 
Imported in 1939, 5,919 914 373 





hhds. 1,531 tres, 107 bris. 654 
The hhds. and bbls. of 1839, it will be perceived ex- 
ceed those of 1838, very considerably. 


Hides. The number of ox and cow hides, imported 
into the district of Baltimore from foreign ports for the 
uarter ending 31st Dec. 1539, was 16,283 
Peosinonly in 1839, 68,305 





Total for year 1839, 
Inspections, &c. 
Flour. The following exhibits the amount of flour 


inspected during the year 1839;compared with 1838 
and 1837: 


84,588 








Wheat flour. Rye flour. Corn meal. 

: bris. hf. bris. bris. hhds. brls. 

4th qr. 1839, 194,07! 6819 526 293 1,951 

Prev.this y’r 354,822 13,553 4,967 1,101 4,264 

Total, 1840, 548,898 20,277 5,493 1,324 6,215 

do. 1838, 420,636 19,222 15,495 1,303 5,458 
do. 1837, 391,676 14,777 15877 990 





Whiskey. Amount of whiskey .inspected in each 
quarter, ending with the last of March, June, October 
and December, with the total for the year 1839, viz: 


Last day of March. June. Sept. Dee. Total. 
Hogsheads, 1,394 3,315 1,325 903 6,940 
Barrels, 10,212 = 15,905 9,08512,001 47,203 


In 1839, No. of hhds. 6,940. No. of bris. 47,203 
“© 1838, No. of hhds. 7,860. No. of bris. 52,393 


Ex. of °39 over ’38, hhds. 992, Do. bris. 5,100 




















Tobacco. Stock onhand Jan. 1, 1839, hhds. 9,306 
Inspected during 1839, 28,111 
Received from District of Columbia, 800 

hhds. 28,217 

Shipped to foreign ports, viz: 

Amsterdam, 6,153 
Rotterdam, 5,111 
Bremen, 10,237 
Cowes, 838 
Havre, 1,946 
Marseilles, 725 
Bordeaux, 303 
Trieste, 342 
Gibraltar, 194 25,849 

(Virg’a Ky. and stems, not included) 1,433 
Stock on hand Jan. 1, 1840, 10,106 
Coastwise, and home consumption, $29 

33,217 
Of the foregoing inspections there were of 
Maryland, 22,558 
Ohio, 4,096 
Virginia and stems, 1,051 
Kentucky, 382 
Pennsylvania, 24 28,111 
Operations in the different warehouses: 
Inspected in warehouse No. 1, 11,021 
- F No. 2, 7,734 
“ “ No. 3, 4.448 
" .: No. 4, 4,908 
Total inspected in 1839, 28,111 
Stock on hand Jan. 1, 1840. No. 1, 3,429 
. “ No. 2, 3,200 
“ “ No. 3, 1.618 
sg rs No. 4, 1,859 
Total, Jan. 1, 1840, hhds. 10,106 
RECAPITULATION- 
Inspected, 1839, hhds. 28,111 
«7 1833, 29.626 
“ 1837, 30,855 
Shipped in 1839, 26,900 
«1838, 27,432 


[Lyford’s Price Current. 

Coastwise shipments of grain. The following list 
exhibits the quantity and descriptions of grain, 
shipped coastwise, from the port of Baltimore, for 
the six months, from the Ist of May, to 3ist of 
October, 1839, politely communicated for the Bal- 
timore Price Current. It may be well to remark, 
that the shipments from Bowly’s wharf, where 
chiefly for the eastern markets; and from the others, 
wheat excepted, for southern markets. 

From Bowly’s wharf. 





Corn bushels 582,000 
Wheat do. 20,000 
Oats do, 49,000 
Rye do. 4,000 
From other wharves. 

Wheat do. 270,000 
Corn do. 80,000 
Oats do. 40,000 

Total, bushels 1,045,000 


Exports of wheat and flour to Europe. The fol- 
lowing list exhibits the quantity of wheat and flour 
exported from this pert to England and France 
since the 30th ult. 


Wheat. Flour. 

To London per ship Leila 6,000 2,850 

ee. «“ Emperor 6,030 2,850 

6 - “ Scotia 15,150 4,000 

To Liverpool per Glasgow 8,000 

To Havre per bark Isabella 2,450 
eo brig Amazon 

To « = «Trois Feres 2,000 








bushels 27,180 bls. 24,250 

Total amount of wheat, 27,180 bushels; total 
amount of flour, 24,250 barreis. 

In reference to the cargo of the ship Scotia, we 
would observe more particularly, that besides the 
quantity of wheat and flour on board, she has near 
100 hhds. of tobacco and quercitron bark, the total 
weight of her whole cargo, including kentledge, 
exceeding two millions of pounds.—She is a new 
ship, this being her second voyage. 

Trade. The Baltimore Sun of the 27th ult. says: 

Philadelphia and Baltimore vs. New York. The 
New York Star, in an article under the above head, 
admits that this city and Philadelphia ‘are doing a 
great part of the business which legitimately be- 
longs to New York.” The Star charges the falling 


8'373 | off in the amount of business that “legitimately be- 
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longs” to that city, to the non-suspension of its 
banks, at atime when ‘all the banks south and 
west of New York suspended specie payments.” 
That they did not suspend, is alleged to be owing 
to “mischievous counsel.” It says, “The moneta- 
ry concerns of this city, (New York) and probably 
of the state, are controlled and directed by bankers 
and brokers, and not by the ordinary and establish- 
ed rules of trade and commerce, which should go- 
vern, and which in former years governed such 
concerns, and governed them wisely. Two jour- 
nals of influence in such matters, the New York 
American ane the Journal of Commerce, are di- 
rectly inthe interestsof these bankers and brokers, 
and whatever exigencies may arise having a bear- 
ing on the fiscal concerns of the country, those 
journals speak the immediate wishes and interests 
of their principals in proposing remedies.”” The 
Star appears to think, nay, directly alleges, that 
this power which has usurped the functions of ‘the 
ordinary and established rules of trade and com- 
merce,” brought about a premature resumption on 
a late occasion, and prevented a suspension last 
fall, when “all the banks south and west of New 
York suspended,” and when “the New York banks 
should have done the same.” This would have 
equalized exchanges, and New York could afford 
the same facilities to western merchants, that are 
now extended to them in this city and Philadel- 
phia. Now, with the quarrel between the “bank- 
ers and brokers,’? or their influence on the one 
side, and “the ordinary and established rules of trade 
and commerce” and their advocates on the other, 
we have nothing todo, save to record the fact of 
its existence, aud let this city reap her share of the 
benefit she is said to derive from it; nor are we pre- 
pared to deny, that the suspension here, and the 
cotemporaneous non-suspension in New York, may 
have given us a portion of that trade which is said 
to ‘legitimately belong” to the former, This may 
be all very true; but there are two things about this 
matter, one of which we hope, and the other we 
believe;—that is, we hope the business done here, 
if greater than heretofore, wiil prove to be safe and 
ager in proportion to the increase; and if we 
lave received a portion of that western custom 
which New York assuines to be hers of right, we 
believe we are not entirely indebted for it to the 
suspension of specie paymeuts by our banks. An 
adinission that we were, would be but a poor com- 
pliment to the natural advantages of our position, 
and our system of internal iinprovements, in com- 
plete a3 it is, and must be for some time. But were 
all our contemplated works finished to-morrow we 
could notof course expect to suddenly divert from 
New York and Philadelphia all that portion of the 
western trade, that would eventually make its way 
hither, and that will come when they are completed, 
and when a better communication than we now have 
is established between this city and the commer- 
cial states of Europe. Yet even now, the com- 
mercial effect of our internal improvements is felt 
in an increase of trade, a trade which, notwith- 
standing it is claimed to “legitimately belong’ to 
New York, we hold to be the legitimate property 
of any city or place, that can secure it by the offer 
of superior advantages,—such, for instance, as our 
system of internal improveinents will present, when 
completed. We like not the doctrine of the Star, 
that mercantile cities should act in that sort of 
“unison,” which would compel one city to act, in 
regard to money matters, in harmony with all the 
others ina manner leagued with it, whether she 
inight deem it to be for or against her interests; but 
we agree with them most cordially, that there is a 
necessity for ‘*the control of monetary concerns 
being lett in the hands of those who have no stock 
speculations to guard, or private interest to sub- 
serve.” 


Official resignation. Doctor James McCulloch, 
deputy collector of this port, tendered his resigna- 
tion on the first of last month, (having signified 
his intention of so doing at the commencement of 
the year), which was accepted by the collector. Doc- 
tor McCulloch is a gentleman of literary acquire- 
ments, of great urbanity of manners, and united the 
esteem of the many merchants and shipmasters 
whose vocations so frequently brought them toge- 
ther. His long acquaintance (24 years) with cus- 
ton house duties imbued him with much _ practical 
knowledge as regarced commercial usage and trea- 
sury constructions; and it will be some time, we 
opine, before the vacancy thus occasioned will be 
more competently filled. But the act was of his 
own volition; and ke retires, we believe, with a 
competency honestly acquired: carrying with him 
also, the best feelings of his fellow citizens. 


The death of Mr. Laughlin. The Globe of Wed- 
nesday, in speaking of the great whig procession 
in this city on Monday, has this paragraph: 


«While the political glorification wag going for- 
ward of which we have extracted the account from 
the opposition prints, some tragical events took 
place, which we might have supposed would have 
commanded more interest among men of feelin 
than all the senseless mummery they describe. Se- 
veral persons of respectability lost their lives in the 
course of the day, and yet the heartless throng seem 
hardly to have inquired how it happened. The 
Baltimore American disposes of the whole toge- 
ther, at the end of his account of the parade, with 
rouch less particularity than he notices ‘‘a barrel of 
hard cider in the rear of the cabin und a gourd sus- 
pended by it.” 

Now in reference to the chief tragical event 
which occurred on Monday, the Globe would hard- 
ly have used the language above quoted, if it had 
known the particulars of that tragedy. On that 
subject the less that is said by administration jour- 
nals the better—unless indeed there should be found 
among the journals of that party some that have 
independence and feeling enough to utter such 
words of indignant condemnation as the brutal out- 
rage merits. 

The death of Mr. Laughlin, under the remarka- 
ble circumstances of the case, produced a most 
puwerful excitement throughout the city, and 
among the large mass of whigs then gathered here. 
What was our duty as journalists? To put forth in- 
flammatory paragraphs stimulating that excitement 
and urging an indignant people to excesses, which, 
however colored by the name of justice, would 
have been such as all reflecting men must have de- 
plored? Such a course would not have been in ac- 
cordance with the principles of the whig party, nor 
in keeping with the character of the men that com- 
posed it. To leave vengeance tothe law, and to 
uphold that law on all occasions in its due course, 
are fixed principles which the advocates of consti- 
tutional liberty will not be likely to swerve from. 
We do not know that the forbearance of the whig 
press in this city on the occasion we are speaking 
of will be appreciated or understood by our politi- 
cal opponents generally. By the reflecting and in- 
telligent among them we are cure that it will—for 
they cannot forbear making in their own minds 
certain contrasts by means of which the recent 
course of the whigs—under strong excitement, will 
be made to stand forth clearly in its true light and 
illustrate the real principles of our party. 

We may remark that in the many speeches de- 
livered on Tuesday to immense crowd of youthful 
and ardent whigs, scarcely an allusion of and ex- 
citing nature was made tothe death of the whig 
inarshal.—T hat we have stated above the true rea- 
son of this, and that it did not proceed from any 
want of feeling or sympathy, is evident enough 
from the manner in which the tragical event was 
alluded to and noticed. The vast concourse that 
walked with banners in mourning to the funeral of 
the murdered man, was an evidence, not to be mis- 
taken, of deep feeling with which all regarded the 
catastrophe. The amount of subscriptions raised 
in bebalf of the widow and orphans of the deceased 
will probably exceed ten thousand dollars.—The 
whig young menof Baltimore will henceforth 
consider themselves as guardians in trust for these 
children, and we doubt not that a sufficient sum 
will be vested under the direction of the Tippeca- 
noe clubs of the city, or by officers appointed by 
them, to provide for their education. We under- 
stand that this subject has already been under con- 
sideration by the clubs. We are sure they will 
not suffer it to be lost sight of until an adequate 
sum forall liberal purposes of education and sup- 
port, is secured to the helpless little ones who have 
so strong a claim for their sympatby and protection. 

[ Balt. Amer. 


—_—~—— 


VIRGINTA, 

Bank of Virginia. Weare authorised tosay that, 
as soon as the commissioners appointed by the exe- 
cutive, Messrs. Baxter, Rhodes and Jackson, shall 
have ascertained the condition of the bank of Vir- 
ginia, the result of their examination, with a proper 
account of the defalcation cf the first teller, and the 
circumstances which led to it, will be submitted to 
‘tre stockholders, who would instantly have been 
convened by the president and directors, had the 
charter given them (the stockholders) the power 
to change the administration of the bank between 
the regular periods of election. Whatever may be 
the loss to the stockholders, in the reduction of their 
profits for some time, from the want of fidelity in 
one of the officers, who had borne an unimpeacha- 
ble character until the moment of his flight, the ge- 
neral operation of the bank will go on as usual, 
unless the stockholders shall see fit to order other- 
wise, after a full view of the condition of the insti- 
tution. [ Whig. 

Now that the worst is known relative to this 
unfortunate, but long serviceable institution, it is 








proper that we should look at its condition and 
prospects calmnly. The first shock, the tendeney 
of which was certainly to impair confidence in it, 
has passed by and itis time that we begin to estimate 


gj its ability to meet demands upon it, and to continue 


its operations. On this head we have no doubts. 
The Virginia bank can go on, and—the secret drain 
upon it being cut off, and its curtailments upon its 
suspended debt continued,—it will be enabled to 
enlarge its sphere of usefulness to the business com- 
munity and the state. The bank has been a long 
time identified with the interests of Virginia and 
her metropolis—she has made sacrifices for both, 
and deserves to be regarded with the kindliest feel- 
ings. Weare sure the following paragraph which 
we have from good authority, will be read with sa- 
tisfaction by all: 

The bank of Virginia is strengthening itself. It 
received yesterday $115,000 in specie from the 
north. The writer would add that there is not the 
smallest necessity for uneasiness among those in- 
terested in either its stock or its notes, on account 
of the defalcation of the late teller. Its capital is 
$3,642,100, and if even its loss should turn out to 
be what it is at present supposed to be (which it 
is hoped is rather exaggerated) the bank will still 
have acapital of upwards of $3,000,000, with a 
considerable surplus that was held over to cover 
any contingency inthe way of loss. [ Compiler. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

Manufuctures. It is pleasent to meet with the 
following from the Raleigh N. C. Register:—The 
enterprise of the citizens of this state is rapidly en- 
abling it to become independent of the north in al- 
most every branch of manufactures. It has now 
many more factories than there were ten years ago. 
in the whole south. <A nail factory is in successful 
operation in Lincoln county, nanufacturing the ar- 
ticle froin the iron ore found in that part of the state 
which is pronounced equal to any in the world.” 

History of North Carolina. The first permanent 
settlement in North Carolina is believed to have 
been formed immediately subsequently to the ex- 
pulsion of the Quakers from Virginia, in 1662 (see 
Bancroft’s History U. States, vol. ii ch. Carolina). 

In that year Cistacaneu, king “of the Yeopin In- 
dians, granted to George Durant the neck of land 
which separates Little and Perquimmons rivers, at 
their entrance into Albemarle sound; and on the Ist 
of April, 1663, sir William Berkley, gov. of Virgi- 
nia, granted a portion of the same tract to George 
Cathmaid,”’ under the following description, “3,350 
acres lying and being on the north side of the Roa- 
noke (now Albemarle) abutting southerly on the 
said suund, easterly on Katotin (now Little) river, 
westerly on Perquimmons, which issueth out of the 
said sound, and northerly on the Owasoke creek, 
which issueth out of Perquimmons river and the 
woods; the same being due unto the said Cathmaid, 
per transportation of sixty-seven persons.’? These 
are the oldest land titles, and *‘Durant’s Neck”’ in 
Perquimmons county, probably the earliest settle- 
ment in Carolina. 

On the 24th of March, 1663, king Charles the 
second granted to Edward Earl of Clarendon, George 
duke of Albemarle, William earl of Craven, John 
lord Berkley, Anthony lord Ashly. sir George Car- 
terett, sir J. Colleton and sir William Berkley, all 
the country from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, 
included between the 3lst and 36th parallels of 
north latitude. The territory was erected into a 
province by the name of Carolina, of which the 
grantees were lords proprietors. 

On the 8th of Sept. 1663, sir William Berkley, 
governor of Virginia, one of the proprietors, was 
instructed to visit the settlement at Albemarle and 
organize a regular government. ‘George Drum- 
inond”’ was appointed governor, assisted by a coun- 
cil of six persons, and the infant colony was from 
that period known as the “county of Albemarle, in 
the province of Carolina.” 

On the 30th of June, 1665, the second charter of 
Charles the second was obtained, enlarging the 
powers of the grantees, and extending the bounda- 
ries of the province from the southern boundaries 
of Virginia (36° 30') to Florida (29°). 

The area of Carolina, under this charter, was a 
million of square miles, quite equal to one-balf the 
territory of the United States, according to their 
present limits. It included a large part of Mexico, 
all Texas, all our territory south of 36° 30‘ and 
west of Arkansas, and all the cotton- growing states 
of the union, viz: North and South Carolina, Geor- 
gia, Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana. 

The first legislative body known to the history of 
Carolina convened, according to Chalmers (Hist. 
Col. of South Carolina vol. ii. p. 284), in 1666, 
and petitioned the lords proprietors to permit 
the people of Albeiarle, to hold their lands upon 
the same terms: that the people of Virginia held 
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theirs. Governor Drummond was succeeded by 
Samuel Stephens, in October, 1667. He was In- 
structed to act with the concurrence of a council 
of twelve, six of whom were to be appointed by 
himself, and the other six to be chosen by the de- 
legates of the freeholders, constituted “the grand 
asseinbly of Albemarle.” ; Pye 

On the 29th May, 1664, ( Brief Description of Ca- 
rolina,” printed by Robert Horne, 1666,) sir John 
Yeamans, at the head of 800 colonists from Barba- 
does made the second* settlement that was attempt- 
ed on the Cape Fear river. It was organized into 
“the second government” established in Carolina, 
and received the name of the “county of Claren- 
don.” The first “Charlestown” in Carolina was 
projected by governor Yeamans, and is supposed 
to have been situated at the confluence of Oldtown 
creek with the Cape Fear, in the county of Bruns- 
wick, on the plantation now owned by Thomas 
Cowan, esq. Atthis period the ‘county of Albe- 
marle” included the country between Virginia and 
the Cape Fear, and the “county of Clarendon”’ was 
spread over the region between Cape Fear and Flo- 
rida. 

In 1670, governor Sayle landed at Port Royal and 
laid the foundation of a ‘third government in Ca- 
rolina. He fell an early victim to the disease of 
the climate, and, in August of the following year, 
the authority of gov. Yeamans of *“Clarenden,” was 
extended over the colony. Governor Yeamans re- 
moved immediately to the latter settlement, and in 
the first year of his administration founded “Old 
Charleston” on the banks of the Ashley river, which 
continued to be the metropolis of the colony until 
1680, when the present city ‘““Cliarleston” was built 
upon the neck of land between Ashley and Cooper 
rivers. The colonists who accompanied governor 
Yeamans from Barbadoes to Cape Fear are believed 
to have followed him with great unanimity on his mi- 
gration southward. In the year of 1690, no settler 
reinained, and with his administration the history 
of “Clarendon” as an independent government 
ceases. [ Wilmington N. C. Advertiser. 

GEORGIA. 

Topography. The following table exhibits the 
the number of acres of land in each county, and 
likewise the number of acres contained in the state 
of Georgia, agreeable to the maps and records in the 
office of the surveyor general. 














Appling, 680,426) Jones, 241,920 
Baker, 899,297| Laurens, 450,560 
Balkwin, 156,160|Lee, 310,203 
Bibb, 152,563) Liberty, 393,600 
Bryan, 276,430|Lincoln, 126,720 
Bulloch, 605,440) Lowndes, 1,238,203 
Burke, 665,600) Luinpkin, 396,025 
Butts, 113,030] Macon, 240,308 
Camden, 720,000) Madison, 124,800 
Cainpbell, 147,963) Marion, 350,562 
Carroll, 482,180, McIntosh, 422,200 
Cass, 439,130|\Merriwether, 335,885 
Chatham, 268,800| Monroe, 302,623 
Chattooga, 223.986|Montgomery, 407.630 
Cherokee, 467,780) Morgan, 228,480 
Clark, 179,200; Murray, 407,740 
Cobb, 406,961) Museogee, 291,903 
Columbia, 320,000| Newton, 256,299 
Coweta, 232 ,851;Oglethorpe, 286,720 
Crawford, 250,319| Paulding, 428,619 
Decatur, 707,609 Pike, 266,962 
DeKalb, 231,253 Pulaski, 515,355 
Dade, 112,235)Putnam, 236,800 
Dooly, 650,693)Rabun, 249.515 
Early, 602,549 Randolph, 519,968 
Effingham, 310,400) Richmond, 201,600 
Elbert, 327,680\Scriven, 345,600 
Emanuel, 753,920|\Stewart, 482,170 
Fayette, 218,804, Sumter, 369,857 
Floyd, 317,343\Talbot, 331,468 
Forsyth, 183,515) Taliaferro, 86,400 
Franklin, 499,200/Tatnall, 761,600 
Gilmer, §30,572| Tellfair, 264,960 
Glynn, 253,440/Thomas, 900,720 
Greene, 268,800/Troup, 280,100 
Gwinnett, 347,083| Twiggs, 231,680 
Habersham, 408,476|/Union, 419,167 
Hail, 258,277|\Upson, 184,580 
Hancock; 288 640; Walker, 399,663 
Harris, 297,680) Walton, 164,015 
Heard, 165,763| Ware, 879,360 
Henry, $33,540] Warren, 274,560 
Houston, 392,884| Washington, 416,720 
Irwin, 1,269 426, Wayne, 380,160 
Jackson, 337 ,920| Wilkes, 323,840 
Jasper, 245,760) Wilkinson, 288,000 
Jetferson, 376,320) - 


35,515.526 


*A few individuals from New England settled on the 
Cape Fear, then called Clarenden river, in 1659, and 
left the country in 1663—see Martin’s Hist. N. Carolina, 
vol. 1, pp. 126—137. 





Thirty-two colonels. Thirty-two persons have 
beets appointed aids-de-camp of the governor of 
Georgia, with the rank of colonel. 


ALABAMA. 

Banking. The Grand Gulf Advertiser says the 
legislature of Alabama have conferred banking pri- 
vileges upon the penitlentiary about to be erected in 
that state. A cotemporary says—*It is to be a‘Ma- 
nual Labor’ bank, we presume, on the regular 
Dyort plan!” 


Mobile. Weare glad to find by the Mobile Journal, 
that that city is fast recovering from the calamitous 
fires with which it was lately visited. In one street 
upwards of thirty brick stores and dwellings are in 
various stages of completion, and preparations for 
new buildings are going on allover the city. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The state protested. The Natchez Free Tracer 
states that in consequence of the neglect and refual 
of the legislature of Mississippi to make provision 
by taxation or loan, to meet the two instalments 
due on the sale of the Planter’s bank stock, and the 
semi-annual interest for the others not yet due, 
payable in London, the state of Mississippi is doom- 
ed to suffer protest before the next session of the 
legislature, on instalinent and interest to an aggre- 
gate amount of $496,710. 

The same paper says:—‘*These old Planter’s 
bank bonds were truly and lawtully sold. As far 
as these are concerned, there can be no doubt of 
the true indebtedness of the state of Mississippi, 
and her faith will be held good if she shail have to 
barter half her soil forthe payment of this half a 
million. But why did not the legislature provide 
for this, and not suffer the credit of the state (as a 
state heretofore unsullied) to suffer eclipse in the 
face of the world?—Why has not the indignation of 
the public (so studiously directed towards another 


uarter) been aroused to this flagrant assault upon | %,. ,.- 
q ) ™ P Michigan. 


state credit and state honor, made by the legislature 


report on Mississippi state bonds, presented by 
judge Guyon?”’ 


The times. The Mississippian, the state paper 
of Mississippi, published at Jackson, has been dis- 
continued for a time, the workmen refusing to take 
Mississippi, or work for any thing but actual money, 
and the proprietor not having any of that commo- 
dity to offer them. 

We are informed, by a gentleman just from 
Vicksburg, who had been over a considerable por- 
tion of the country in the vicinity of that city, that 
five out of every six of the cotton farms were now 
vacated and lying a barren waste—farms, too, 
which, but a year or twu ago, were worth from 
10,000 to $50,000. [ Louis. Journai. 


MICHIGAN. 

Sales of publiclands in Michigan will be held at 
the following places in the approaching season: 

At the land office in Ionia, commencing on the 
11th of May. 

At the same place in continuation, commencing 
on the 25th of May. 

: At the same place, commencing on the 15th of 
une. 

At the land office inGenesse, commencing on the 
11th of May. 

At the land office in Detroit, commencing on the 
Lith May. 

At the land office in Genesse, commencing on the 
6th of July. 

At the land office in Ionia, commencing on the 
17th day of August. 

Flour at Detroit. The Rochester Daily says:— 
“Three years ago Michigan imported her flour, and 
her potatoes too. Butthose days are gone by.— 
Twenty -five thousand barrels of the former article, 
were at one time this spring waiting shipment for 
Bufialo, at Detroit alone. 


INDIANA. 

Wubash and Erie canal. Mr. Williams, the chief 
engineer of the Indiana line of this important work, 
has issued a circalar to the contractors requiring 
them to finish their jobs so that boats may be passed 
east to the Ohio line, by the 4th of July, and west 
to Lafayette, by October next. 


State stocks in Europe. The New York Courier 
says: We are gratified to learn that the ship Silvie 
de Grasse brings information that colonel Murray 
has made an additional negotiation of Indiana state 
stocks, for account of the North American Trust 
and Banking company, at favorable rates; upwards 
of $500,000, at 92, including exchange. There is 
a growing sentiment in favor of Americgn securi- 
ties in France. This sale of Indiana stock cannot 
fail to be gratifying to the people of that state. Her 
great resources and correct legislation have attract- 





ed the attention of European Capitalists; and by 
| persevering in a course of integrity and skilful 


of that state, and in face of the clear and luminous | 





| 








management of her fiscal concerns, her credit will 
continue to rank high on the other side.” 


ILLINOIS, 

At the last session of the general assembly a 
charter was granted to the city of Springfield, the 
capital of Illinois. On the 21st ult. an election 
was held for a mayor and aldermen, which resulted 
in the choice of the whig candidates. 


Retrograding. ‘the inhabitants of the northern 
part of Illinois seem desirous of seceding from the 
state, and coming under the territory of Wisconsin. 
This would throw the whole of the rich mining 
district east of the Mississippi into the territory in 
question. The cause is not stated. Wisconsin 
will, in any event,soon come intothe union. Whe- 
ther the portion who wish to ‘slope off,” would be 
allowed to get rid of their share of the heavy im- 
provement debt of Illinois, or whether that be the 
inotive, is to be seen. Uquestionably the chief 
source of state revenue, and therefore the chief 
burden of the taxes, must fall on the mining dis- 
tricts. The restless spirit of change is characteris- 
tic of our countrymen, especially under the present 
calamitous depression of the tines. We look upon 
it as a bad omen for the future, unless a radical re- 
form is effected in the adininistration of the general 
government, and the great body of the working 
classes, constituting a vast majority of our popula- 
tion, unite together to put down party violence, 
and promote the cause of universal! education, so- 
briety, morals and religion. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION, 
SENATE. 

April 30. The vice president communicated to 
the senate a letter from the secretary of war, in 
answer to a resolution of the senate calling for in- 
forination in relation to the construction of piers 
at the towns of Racine and Southport, in Lake 


Mr. Webster presented a memorial from a large 
nuinber of persons of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, 
asking the establishinent of a national bank, with 
a view to the correction of the difficulties and evils 
that exist in relation to the currency. Mr. W. 
said he did not suppose, at the present time, there 
was likely to be any action on that subject; and 
hence he should move to lay the meimorial on the 
table. He should take occasion, however, at some 
future period of this session, to express his views 
at large in relation to the currency. 


Mr. Wright presented a petition from a large 
number of citizens of the state of New York, pray- 
ing the passage of a uniform bankrupt law. 

The following bills were then read a third time, 
and passed: 

The bill granting a quantity of land to Michigan 
to aid that state in makiug a canal round the falis 
of St. Merie. 

The bill to admit the works of American artists 
in foreign countries free of duty. 

The bill granting lands on a credit to the New 
Albany and mount Carmel Rail Road company was 
read a third time, and, on the question of its pas- 
sage, a debate of great length arose, in which 
Messrs. Tuppan, Benton and Hubbard opposed the 
passage of the bill, and Messrs. White, Smith, of 
Indiana, Young and others advocated it. The dis- 
cussion was continued until afler three o’clock, 
when, on motion of Mr. Benton, the bill was re- 
committed. 


The bill for the benefit of the Selina and Tennes- 
see rail road company was read a third time. and 
after a short discussion was passed. 

Mr. Norvell introduced a resolution to the fol- 
lowing effect, which he said he would not ask the 
adoption of until Monday: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
and he is hereby, requested to direct the release of 
William Lyon Mackenzie, imprisoned at the jail at 
Rochester, New York, for a violation of the laws to 
preserve the neutral obligations of the United States: 
and also to direct the remission of any fines which ma: , 
have been imposed on him for the same offence . 

And the senate adjourned. 2 


May i. The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and appropriately referred: 

By Mr. Wright, {rom the governor of New York 
enclosing resolutions of the legislature of this state, 
recommending the passage of the law granting 
land to Michigan to aid in making the Ship canal 
round the falls of St. Marie. 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, from the Mount Car- 


bon coal company, asking the alternate sections of 
land through which their road passes, 


By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Macomb county 
Michigan, praying the release of Wm. Lyon Mac- 
kenzie. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee 
public lands, asked to be discharged from the tae 
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ther consideration of the memorial of the general 
asseinbly of Missouri, asking that the lands in that 
state may be brought into market. 

Mr. Young, from the committee on roads and 
canals, to which had been committed the bill for 
the benefit of the New Albany and Mount Carmel 
rail road, reported the same with an amendment. 

An effort was made by Mr. Young to have the 
bill considered then. On this, quite an animated 
discussion arose between Messrs. Lumpkin, Young, 
Smith, of Indiana, Benton, Clay, of Alabama, King, 
Pierce and others when 

Mr. Webster moved to make the bill the special 
order for Tuesday week; which was agreed to.— 
The motion embraces all the bills of a like charac- 
ter for rail roads, of which there are several. 


The senate then took up the bill for the relief of 
the representatives of captain William Williams, 
late of the state of North Carolina; when 

Mr. Pierce addressed the senate at great length 
against the bill, and against the allowance of com- 
mutation cases generally. 


Mr. Sturgeon thought the evidence would bear| 


out the reports; and when the bills came up, he 
thought he should be prepared to show the fact. 
At the suggestion of Mr. Preston, the further con- 
sideration of this bill was postponed to allow time 
for full investigation. 
The senate then adjourned till Monday. 


May 4. The vice president communicated to the 
senate a letter from the governor of Michigan, 
transmitting works in relation to the geology of 
that state. 


Mr, Dixon presented a memorial from the marshal 
of Rhode Island, praying that the proceedings on 
mesne and final process, under authority of the 
United States, may be made to conforin to the laws 
of the several states respectively. Some remarks 
were made by Messrs. Dizon and Knight in rela- 
tion to this memorial, when, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Clayton, it was laid on the table, the bill re- 
oe from the committee on the judiciary in re- 
ation to the bankrupt law being deemed sufficient 
to provide for all cases. 


On motion of Mr. Wright, the bill from the house 
of representatives making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the government 
for the year 1840, was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Wright stated that the committee on finance 
had already examined the bill, and had concluded 
to propose to the senate only three not very impor- 
tant anendments. He moved to refer the bill to 
the committee on finance, who would be able to 
report it back in twenty minutes. 


The bill having been accordingly referred, and 
soon after reported from the committee with three 
amendments— 

Mr. Wright moved that the senate now proceed 
to consider the bill. 

Mr. Davis expressed the hope that it wonld not 
be done to-day, though he was willing that it should 
be done at the earliest proper and convenient mo- 
ment. But, for one, he wished at least to see the 
bill before he should give his vote upon it, as it 
was one of great importance, embracing a great 
variety of objects. 

Mr. Wright expressed the apprehension that, if 
it should not be acted on to-day, it would not be 
done this week. It was now late in the session 
and besides various departments of the government 
were now suffering for the want of these appropri- 
ations. 


Mr. Davis replied that he had not the least dis- 
position to delay the bill a moment; and, if he had 
seen the bill and understood its contents, he would 
be ready to act upon it atonce. But it was not 
twenty minutes since it had been reported from 
the other house, and the senate were now called on 
to act upon it finally. This he thought hardly rea- 
sonable, however pressing the wants of the govern- 
ment might be, though he was willing the senate 
should fix on the earliest reasonable day. It was, 
besides, doubtful whether there was now a quorum 
of the senate present. 

Mr. Wright still expressed his anxiety to hasten 
the progress of the bill. 

Mr. Hubbard stated that this bi!l was almost pre- 
cisely the same as one that was printed and laid on 
the table of the senate a month ago; and the prin- 
cipal changes consisted in the reduction of appro- 
priations. 

Mr. Lumpkin demanded a count, and it was soon 
after found that a quorum of the senate was pre- 
sent. 

The senate now took up and proceeded to con- 
sider the bill. 

Mr. Wright stated the first two amendments to 
be mere corruptions of errors made in summing up 
the items for the state department—an excess of 





$15,000 (meant for postage), and of $100 in the 
compensation of district attorneys and marshals.— 
The third amendment proposed by the committee 
was to strike out the appropriation of $45,000 for 
the 2d and 3d volumes of Clarke and Force’s Docu- 
mentary History of the Revolution. 


After some further remarks from Messrs. Wright, 
Davis, Hubbard and Benton, the appropriation of 
$45,000 was stricken out, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tappan, Wall, Williams, bafh mms 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Davis, Dixon, Knight, 
Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge—S. 

The other amendments were agreed to, and the 
bill ordered toa third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the bill was now 
read a third time, and, on the question ‘Shall this 
bill pass?” ‘There appeared, yeas 25, Nays 0.— 
(No quorum.) 

Mr. Sevier hoped the senate would enforce the 
rules, and make senators vote that were present. 

Mr. Knight said he had not even heard the bill, 
and he thought it improper to vote without know- 
ing more of it. 

The bill having been read at length— 

Mr. Knight said he had learned some things un- 
known to him before; of which one was a reduc- 
tion of certain salaries. 


The question was again put, and the bill was 
passed by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Hub- 
bard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Sevier, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Tappan, Wall, Williams, W right—26. 

Mr. Hubbard, by consent introduced the follow- 
ing joint resolution, and asked that it now be con- 
sidered: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That a joint committee be appointed for the purpose 
of ascertaining and examining into the facts having 
relation to the claim of Messrs. Clarke and Force for 
compiling and publishing two volumes of the Docu- 
mentary History of the Revolution of the United States, 
under a contract (as they allege) entered into between 
them and Edward Livingston, late secretary of state, 
with a view of putting an end to the further publica- 
tion of said work at the expense of the United States; 
and that said committee be instructed to ascertain 
from said Clarke and Force, and from other sources, 
what sums shall be paid to indemnify them for what 
they have already published, under the alleged con- 
tract, and what further sum should be paid to them for 
any actual expense incurred in collecting materials, 
under said alleged contract; and that said committee 
be authorised to send for persons and papers, and that 
they report the facts ae the gross amount to both 
houses of congress with as litte delay as practicable. 

This joint resolution having been read a first and 
second time—, 

A brief conversation followed, by Mr. King, who 
thought there had been some deception in the for- 
mation of this contract, which he wished at an end, 
but only by paying liberally for all expense and 
loss which had already been incurred; by Mr. Tup. 
pan, who denounced the contract as a fraud, and 
declared he was not willing, like the senator from 
Alabama, to buy off rogues; by Messrs. Buchanan, 
Hubbard and Sevier, who concurred in the views 
of Mr. Amg; and by Mr. Prentiss, who would not 
attribute fraud to a solemn act of congress, nor co- 
erce Clarke and Force to a compromise by withhold- 
ing what was already their due, as had just been 
done by striking out an appropriation in their fa- 
vor; and he avowed his aversion to violate a con- 
tract of the government, or to alter it without a 
fair and mutual agreement. 

The resolution was now read athird time and 
passed. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, 
introduced a bill making further provision to pre- 
vent the abuse of the flag of the United States, and 
the use of unauthorised papers in the foreign slave 
trade, and for other purposes. 

Mr. D., alluded to the necessity that existed for 
an early action on the bill, and gave notice that he 
would eall it up on to-morrow week. 


On motion of Mr. Brown, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, and, 
after a short session, adjourned to Thursday next. 


May 7. A message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States in relation to the bonds 
of the territory of Florida. 

Mr, Davis begged leave to present to the senate a 
letter and several tables, addressed to him by Mr. 
Lapoute, who was employed by the French govern- 
ment in the management of the lenticular light- 
houses upon the coast of France. He said, although 








these papers were addressed to him, they were evi- 
dently designed for the information and use of the 
public upon a topic of considerable interest. The 
French government has prosecuted, with distinguish- 
ed success, their inquiries after the best principles 
of illuminating light-houses and had probably arrived 
at resuits more satisfactory than had ever been at- 
tained to elsewhere. Their lenses gave a brilliance 
to the beam of light that had never been surpassed, 
enabling the mariner to see it at a very great dis- 
tance, as well as in weather when the ordinary lights 
of the United States would be invisible. 

The object of the tables was to bring into com-. 
parison the amount of oil consumed in our light-. 
houses as they now are, and the amount consumed 
if fitted with the lenticular apparatus; and he makes. 
itappear that the saving with the improvement 
would be nearly one-half. ‘These are very impor- 
tant results, of great interest to the country, and 
worthy of examination. He would, therefore, send 
these papers to the table, and ask to have them re- 
ferred to the committee on commerce, who had of-. 
ten had this subject under consideration, and he 
nore would bestow upon it the attention it deserv- 
ed. 

Also, documents in relation to the bill making 
further provision to prevent the abuse of the flag of 
the United States, and the use of unauthorised pa- 
pers in the foreign slave trade. 

Mr. Dizon called up the memorial of Burrington 
Anthony, marshal of the district of Rhode Island,, 
praying for an act of congress making the proceed- 
ings under mesne and final process of the United 
States courts conformable to the laws regulating pro- 
cess from states courts of the several states, and 
extending to persons committed for debt or execu- 
tion from United States courts all the privileges 
granted to debtors committed on execution from the 
state courts. Mr. D. said that when that memorial 
was presented on Monday, it was laid on the table 
on the suggestion of a senator that the committee on 
the judiciary had already prepared a bill that would 
supersede further legislation on that subject. But, 
Mr. D. said, on examination it appeared that the bill 
referred to by the senator did not meet or contem- 
plate the evil complained of, and of course did not 
afford the remedy or the relief prayed for. He 
therefore moved the reference of the memorial to. 
the committee on the judiciary; which was referred 
accordingly. 

The following memorials and petitions were pre- 
sented and refered: 

By Mr. Knight, from citizens of Rhode Island, 
asking for the passage of a uniform bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Merrick, from the corporation of Alexan- 
dria, asking an amendment to the charter of the 
town. 

The vice president presented a communication 
from the secretary of the treasury, in reply to a re- 
solution offered by Mr. Benton, giving a summary 
of the items and aggregate expenditures of the gO- 
vernment from 1824, included, up to 1839. 

Mr. Benton (on the suggestion of Mr. Hubbard) 
moved the printing of 30,000 extra copies of the 
document. 

There was an unusually animated and interesting 
debate on the motion to print, in which Messrs. 
Benton, Preston, Brown, Southard, Hubbard, Web- 
ster, Calhoun, Clay, of Kentucky, and Buchanan 
participated; and on the question being taken to print 
30,000 extra copies, it was decided in the affirma- 
tive, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Sturgeon, Wall, Williams, 
Wright—22., 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Da- 
vis, Dixon, Henderson, Knight, Merrick, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Southard, Tallmadge, Webster, White— 
14. 

The senate then adjourned. 


May 8. The vice president presented a petition 
from citizens of New York, asking the release of 
Wim. Lyon Mackenzie; which was directed to be 
sent to the president. 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution instructing them todis- 
pense with the expenditure for the board of vistersa 
to West Point. 

Also, from the same committee: reporting back 
the communication from the war department in re- 
lation to a plan of national defence. 

Some unfavorable reports from the committee on 
private claims were made. 

On motion of Mr. Presion, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authoris- 
ing experiments to be made upon the application of 
steam vessels to harbor defence. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 
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May 11. A message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, covering a report Jrom 
the secretary of the treasury, in cowapliance with a 
resolution of 29th December, in relation te the ex- 
change or sale of drafts by disbursing officers of the 
government. ; : 

On a motion made by Mr. Benton to print, an in- 
cidental discussion arose on the subject of the cur- 
rency, in which Messrs. Webster, Sevier, Critten- 
den and Benton took part. The documents were 
ordered to be printed. : (ee 

Mr. Allen presented a memorial from certain citi- 
zens of Georgetown, denouncing the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks of Georgetown as a 
gross and palpable violation of their several charters, 
and asking that they might be forced to wind up 
theircharters. ‘This memorial was signed by about 
49 persons. , 

Also, from numerous citizens of Starke county, 
Ohio, praying that a reduction of the salaries of 
all the officers of the general government may be 
made. 

Mr. Sturgeon presented a memorial from citizens 
of Harrisburg, praying an increase of duty on silk. 

Mr. Norvell called up the resolution offered by 
him, some days since, in relation to the release of 
William Lyon Mackenzie. The pardon of Mac- 
kenzie having been effected, Mr. N. moved to lay 
it on the table. 

The following bills were then considered in com- 
mittee of the whole, and ordered to be engrossed: 

The bill to authorise the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under three 
several treaties between the United States and cer- 
tain foreign powers; which awards have been re- 
tained in the treasury in payment of debts due to 
the United States. 

The bill for the relief of the Plumb Island Bridge 
and Turpike company. 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands who were deprived of the benefits of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19th June, 1834. 

The bill to authorise the legislature of the state 
of Arkansas to sell the lands hertofore appropriat- 
ed for the use of schools in that state. 

The bill to grant to the states and incorporated 
companies engaged in the construction of roads and 
canals the right of way through the public lands of 
the United States. 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Leighton was 
then take up, and discussed at great length, Messrs. 
Pierce, Webster, Preston, Crittenden, Buchanan, Diz- 
on and Henderson advocating the bill; and Messrs. 
Benton, Allen, Calhoun, Wright and Hubbard oppos- 
ing it. 

The question was taken by ayes and noes; and 
the bill ordered to be engrossed by a vote of 51 ayes 
to 9 noes. 

The senate then adjourned. 


May 12. ‘The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Southard, from Joseph Hampton and 
others, remonstrating against the use of bloodhounds. 

By Mr. Mouton, from the trustees of the Coddo 
academy, asking a donation of land for that insti- 
tution. 

By Mr. Henderson, from the president and direc- 
tors of the Grand Gulf rail road company, asking 
the remission of duties on rail road iron. 

Also, from citizens of Natchez, praying the re- 
Jease of Wm. Lyon Mackenzie. 





Mr. Preston, from the committee on military 
affairs reported a bill to authorise experiments to: 
be made in the application of steain power to har- | 
bor defence. | 

On motion of Mr. Tallmadge, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into.the expediency of making a 
grant of money or land to the state of New York to as- 
sist in the construction of a rail road between the wa- 
ters of lakes Ontario and Champlain, and parallel with 
the St. Laurence river. And, also, to ascertain how 
far the said road will facilitate the transportation of the 
mails, public stores, treops, and munitions of war, and 
how far it will supersede the necessity of forts and other 
military defences along the S:. Lawrence frontier. 

On motion of Mr. Benion, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the library inquire 
into the expedieny of appropriating $500, to be expend- 
ed under tha direction of the secretaries of war and na- 
vy, for preserving and arranging for inspection the 
mineral and geological specimens in their departments, 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill to 18 
tablish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout 
the United States. . 

The question being prospectively on a substitute, 
rooved at the conclusion of his remarks, by Mr.| 
Wall, for the original bill, 

Mr. Wall, in sustaining his substitute, insisted 
that the original bill from the committee was par- 











tial, unconstitutional, contrary te the wishes of pe- 
titioners and of the country, asolemn mockery to 
bankrupts, and could not, under any circumstances, 
be sanctioned by a majority of either house of con- 
gress. He recited a history of the origin and pro- 
gress of the law of bankruptcy, particularly with a 
view to show that its operation was usually confined 
to traders, but the legislative power used its discre- 
tion to declare who should be considered as traders. 
He went into a particular explanation of his substi- 
tute, urging, collaterally, the propriety, expediency 
and impartiality of its provisions. He especially 
argued in favor of extending the operations of the 
law to state corporations, andto states themselves, 
so far as connected with such corporations. 


Mr. Clayton having acquiesced in some of the 
provisions and principles of the substitute, directed 
his opposition only to that part of it which extended 
to corporations. He argued that it was evidently 
one of the numerous measures heretofore attempted, 
for the purpose either of overruling, controlling anc 
using the banks as political instruments, or other- 
wise of crushing and destroying them, and that the 
bill might be made a powerful means of effecting 
one or the other of these objects. Banks, he insist- 
ed, were the creatures of the states, with which 
congress had no right in any way to interfere; nor 
was interference expedient, for, if once begun, there 
could be nothing to prevent its progress, even to 
the destructiou of those institutions. He proceed- 
ed to show the present and past liability of almost 
every bank in the country to have this very substi- 
tute brought against them, as an inevitable means 
either of their destruction or of creating almost uni- 
versal distress by forcing the sudden payment of 
debts, not only to the banks, but to all individuals 
whose business might be more or less remotely con- 
nected with such debts to the banks. He insisted 
that the community at large desired no such inter- 
ference of congress in,their behalf, and would not 
thank them for it. 


Mr. C. commented on an apparent inconsistency 
in the substitute by first extending its operation to 
all persons in the United States, and afterward limit- 
ing its operation to traders alone, which difficulty 
was to be got over by every person declaring a tra- 
der. He characterized the substitute as a system 
not of uniformity, but variety, and declared that 
there was only one contingency in which it could 
possibly become uniform, which was, that, as the 
substitute in effect provided for its repeal by any 
of the states, its repeal by all the states would make 
it uniform. 

Mr. Crittenden having indicated his design to 
speak to-morrow. 

The senate, after an executive session, adjourned. 


May 13. Mr. Young presented a memorial froin | 
numerous citizens of Fayette county, Illinois, ask- 
ing an appropriation of the public land, to be ap- 
plied to the construction of a rail road from the 
Atlantic to the Mississippi river, by way of Boston 
and Buffalo, New York. 

Mr. Norveil, from the committee on public lands, 
to which was referred the bill to cede the public 
lands to the states in which they lie, on certain con- 
ditions, made a favorable report thereon, which was 
ordered to be printed; and on motion of Mr. Pierce, 
20,000 extra copies ordered. 

Mr. Lumpkin called up a resolution offered by 
him some time since, to change the hour of meeting 
from 12 to 11. On this motion a debate arose, in 
which Messrs. Lumpkin, Sevier, Dixon and King 
took part. The resolution was then adopted by a 
vote of 22 ayes to 17 noes. 

The bill from the house, to ensure the more faith- 
ful execution of the laws relating to the collection 
of duties on imports, was twice read, and referred 
to the committee on finance. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 

The question being on Mr. Wall’s substitute for 
the bill, 

Mr. Crittenden, having expressed his regret that 
all the members of the committee could not agree 
on a measnre demanded by a great amount of suf- 
fering, observed that various states, from motives 
of humanity, had themseives endeavored to leyis- 
late on this subject, though it had been given by 
the constitution into the hands of the general go- 
vernment. The majority of the committee, taking 
into view the cistressing events which had caused 
a loud public demand for this measure, and regard- 
ing it to a greatextent as an experiment, and wish- 
ing also to avoid an increase of executive patronage, 
had thought best to limit the operation of the bill 
to cases of voluntary bankruptey. The object of it 
was simply to raise up those who had fallen into 
extreme distress and embarrassment, without fault 
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trol, and often in consequence of meritorious and 
laudable exertions. The benefit of the bill was to 
be confined to debtors, for whose sake alone it was 
asked. There had been no call for help to credi- 
tors, and for them help was not needed; for where- 
ever Imprisonment for debt had been abolished by 
any of the states, collateral measures had been ta- 
ken to place all the property of the debtor within 
reach of the creditor. 

Having argued at large against a compulsory 
Jaw of bankruptcy, Mr. C. proceeded to examine 
and comment upon the principles and provisions of 
the substitute. It not only embraced compulsory 
bankruptcy, beyond the bill of the committee, but 
extended to a large class of state corporations. Mr. 
C. argued at much length against the right of the ge. 
neral government to interfere at all with such cor- 
porations, and referred to the evil consequences 
which must necessarily follow such interference.— 
He replied to Mr. Wall’s objection that the bill was 
not uniform, and, consequently, unconstitutional, 
by showing that the bill would operate every where 
alike, and on all persons under similar circum- 
stances. He argued, also, that Mr. Wall’s substi- 
tute was, on his own showing, unconstitutional. 


Mr. C. concluded with an earnest and pathetic 
appeal to senators to keep this measure from being 
contamniated and defeated by party politics. 

Mr. Wall and Mr. Crittenden having further ex- 
plained and amplified their respective views— 

Mr. Websler suggested to Mr. Wall that it was 
not in order, in committee of the whole, to make an 
amendmeut to an amendment, and he made some 
brief comments on what Mr. Wall now admitted 
wasan effect of his substitute—which was, to re- 
gard all persons whatever as traders, in the volun- 
tary part of the bill, but to confine that term to 
particular classes in that part of the bill which would 
compel bankrutcy. 

A very curious conversation with Mr. Wall oc- 
curred in the course of Mr. Webdster’s remarks, on 
this double use of the term trader, but without any 
apparent change in the views of either gentleman. 
The bill still being up— 

The senate held an executive session, and then 
adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, April30. By general consent, and on 
motion of Mr. Hammond, of Pennsylvania, the bill 
to alter the time for holding the district court of 
the United States forthe western district of Penn- 
sylvania,at Williamsport, was taken up, read a 
third time and passed. 

By leave, Mr. Goode presented certain papers in 
relation to aclaimn pending before the committee on 
public lands; which were referred accordingly. 

A similar privilege was granted to several other 
members. 

On leave, Mr. Cushing, from the committee on 
foreign affairs, reported a bill to carry into effect 
the convention between the United States and the 
Mexican republic; which was referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Reed asked leave to make a report from a 
committee in behalf of an absent member. 

Mr. Bell suggested that, as reports were now in 
order, it would be better to let the business proceed 
reguiaily. 

The speaker then proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports. 

The committees having been called through, the 
house proceeded, during the residue of the morning 
hour, to dispose, in its order, of the business on the 
speaker’s table. 

The first subject was a motion to print 5,000 ex- 
tra copies of the report of the seeretary of the trea- 
sury on the expenditures and defalcations since the 
year 1789; which was agreed to. 

The next was a motion to print 5,600 extra co- 
pies of a report on the contingent expenses of the 
state department, which was agreed to. 

But Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote; and after a few remarks from 
Messrs. Fillmore, R. Garland and Peirikin—Mr, 

varr demanded the previous question, which was 
seconded. And the main question (being on the re- 
consideration) was ordered, and being taken, the 
vote was reconsidered, 

Mr. R. Garland then moved to refer the motion 
to print to the committee on expenditures of the 
state department. On the question being taken and 
no quorum voting, the motion was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

The next suject in order was a motion to print 
5,000 extra copies ofa report of the secretary of 
the treasury, on the payments made into the treasu- 
ry from 1834 to 1839. On motion of Mr. Builer, of 





of their own, from circumstances beyond their con- 


Kentucky, the motion was taid on the table. 
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On leave given, Mr. Custis, from the committee 
on commepce, reported without amendment a se- 
nate bill-in relation to the iron steamboat New Jer- 
sey, formerly calied the Robert L. Stockton. On 
motion of Mr. C. the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. Graham (leave having been denied) moved 
a suspension of the rule to enable him to offer a 
resolution providing that on and after Monday next 
the daily hour of the meeting of this house should 
be eleven o’clock; and asked the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered, and being taken, 
were, yeas 91, nays 85 (not two-thirds); so the rules 
were not suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Va. the house resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), 
on the bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the governinent for the year 

840. 
The item under consideration last evening was 
the following: 

“For delraying the expenses of the supreme, 
circuit and district courts of the United States, in- 
cluding the District of Columbia; also for jurors 
and witnesses, in aid of the funds arising from fines, 
penalties and forfeitures incurred in the year 1840 
and the preceeding year; and likewise for defray- 
ing the expenses of suits in which the U. States are 
concerned, and of prosecutions for offences com- 
mitted against the United States, and for the safe- 
keeping of prisoners, $800,000. 

Mr. Cushing offered an amendment, providing 
that $5,000 of the $300,000 appropriated in the 
above itein should be applied to the more commodi- 
ous safe-keeping of two prisoners of state held in 
prison for an alleged violation of the neutrality act, 
so called. (The persons alluded to are Messrs. 
Mackenzie and Van Renselaer.) 

Mr. C. then proceeded to state reasons why ad- 
ditional consideration should be shown to these in- 
dividuals, as being victims of state policy for state 
reasons. 

Mr. Craig called Mr. C. to order: first for irrele- 
vancy; but subsequently changed the ground, soas 
to make his point of order against the amendment 
itself, on the ground that it proprosea to change the 
existing laws as to the mode of keeping state pri- 
soners. The chair decided the amendment to be in 
order. Mr. Craig appealed from that decision. 
The appeal was debated by Messrs. Briggs, Mason, 
Dromgoole. Crabb and Tillinghast. The question 
was then taken, and the vote stood: ayes 28, noes 98. 
So the decision of the chair was reversed. 


The house having reached the item appropriating 
for ‘salaries of registers and receivers of land offi- 
ces where there are no sales, $3,500,” 

This item was objected to by Mr. Garland, and 
on which a debate ensued, and was participated in 
by Messrs. Garland, Downing, Jones, Graves, Fill- 
more, Corwin and Marvin, and resulted in the rejec- 
tion of the itein. 

Mr. Jones then introduced an amendment to the 
bill appropriating $2,500 tor the salary of the sur- 
veyor, and $2,000 for two assistant surveyors of 

he boundary line between ‘Texas and the United 
States. The amendment was agreed to. Mr. 
Jones moved to amend the bill by inserting $10,000 
for the building of the mint at Dahlonega, in Geor- 
“a conversation took place between Messrs. 
Stanly, Jones, L. Williams, Cooper and Ogle, and 
on the question being put the amendment was car- 
ried: aves 100, noes 21. 

The item of $51,000 for the new treasury build- 
inz’’ having been read — ‘od 
Mie Petikin moved to amend it by striking out 
“51,” and inserting “105, to finish the colonade 
and portico,” being the amount of the estimates of 

e itectf. 

. Pe blegen remarks on the situation of this build- 
ing, by Messrs. Jones, Peirikin, Lincoln, Everett, 
Proffit and Stanly, a motion was made for the ris- 
ing of the committee, which prevailing, the com- 
mittee rose, and then, ata quarter past 11 o'clock, 
the house adjourned. ; 

‘riday, May 1. The business in order was on 
the ctaeeleaiee proposed by Mr. Pelricin, to strike 
out $51,000, and insert $105,000, for paying the ex- 

enses already incurred on the new treasury build- 
ing, and for completing the same. 

‘After considerable discussion on the amendment, 
by Messrs. Adams, Jones, of Virginia, Hunt, Lin- 
coln, Saltonstall, Monroe, Marvin, W. Thompson and 
Petrikin, when the question was taken, by tellers, 
and decided in the affirmative, ayes 85, noes 43. 

Mr. Petrikin moved to amend the item appropri- 
ating $45,000 for continuing the construction of the 
new patent office, by striking out 45,000 and insert- 
ing 186,000, 








Mr. Lincoln moved to amend the amendment by | 
appropriating $42,000 for paying arrearages for 
inaterials furnished, labor, &ce. Mr. Petriicin accept- 
ed this as a modification. After some remarks from 
Messrs. Petrikin, Lincoln, Stanly, Proffit, Jones, ot 
Virginia, and Bond, the question was taken and the 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Stanly moved to amend the bill by reducing 
the salary of the principal gardener from $1,200 to 
$1,000. Some debate followed on this motion, in 
which Messrs, Stanly, Lincola and Jones, of Vir- 
ginia, participated, when the question was taken, 
and the amendment rejected. 

Mr. Ogle moved to amend the bill by striking 
out the tollowing item: **For alterations and repair 
of the president’s house and furniture, for purchas- 
ing trees, shrubs and compost, and for superin- 
tendenee of the grounds, $3,665.” Mr. O.. ad- 
dressed the committee for three honrs and a half in 
reply to remarks heretofore made by Messrs. Lin- 
coln and Keim, when alter some remarks from Mr. 
Lincoln, the question was taken, and the amendment 
rejected. 

To the item appropriating $8,000 to the artists 
engaged in executing four historical paintings for 
the vacant panels of the rotundo, Mr. Lincoln of- 
fered a proviso making the payments bear reference 
to the progress of the works. . 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. Stanly, Jones, 
Va. Lincoln, Adams and Lewis Williams, the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. Lincoln moved a like restrictive proviso to 
the item appropriating $8,000 to pay Luigi Persico 
and Horatio Greenough for statutes to adorn the two 
blockings, east front of the capitol; which was agreed 
to. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the item 
appropriating $775,000 for defraying the expense 
of the next census was reduced to $740,000. 


Mr. Andrews moved to strike out the appropria- 
tion of $118,743 for the custom house at New York; 
which amendment was rejected. Some remarks 
were made by Messrs. W. Tompson, Evans and 
A. Smith, in relation to the item appropriating 
$121,000 for the custom house at Boston, when 
Mr. andrews moved to strike theitem out. After 
some remarks from Messrs. Lincoln, Jones, of Va. 
and Lewis Williams—The question was taken, and 
the ainendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the bill was amended 
by inserting $29,000 for public buildings at Staten 
Island. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the bill was 
amended by inserting $500 for repairs of the cus- 
tom house at New Bedford, and a certain sui for 
the repairs of the custom house at New London; 
which were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, the bill. was amended 
by appropriating $4,000 for 1epairs of the Marine 
hospital at Norfolk. Adopted. 

Mr. Jones moved to reduce the appropriation for 
the payment of expenses incurred by the collector 
of New York under the act of July 7, 1838, from 
$3,354 to $1,350. After some remarks from Messrs. 
Stanly, Jones, Dawson, Thompson, of Mississippi, 
L. Williams, Curtis, and Evans. The amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Evans moved to amend the bill so as to allow 
the sum appropriated for the salary of the ininister 
to Spain, in case of his return, to be applied to a 
charge to be sent in his place, should the president 
so determine. 

Pending which amendment the committee rose; 
and, at afew minutes past 11 o’clock. The house 
adjourned. 


Saturday, May 2. The journal having been read, 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Casey, of Illinois, in the chair), on the 
bill making approrpriations for the civil and dip!o- 
inatic expenses of the government for the year 
1840, 

The question pending was on the motion made 
last evening by Mr. Evans, to allow the sum appro- 
priated for the salary of the minister to Spain, in 
case of his return, to be applied to a charge to be 
sent in his place, should the president so determine. 

After some conversation between Messrs. Cush. 
ing, Stanly, Smith, Jones and Bell, the question was 
put and the amendment agreed to. 


Mr. Slanjy moved to strike out the item for sala- 
ries to charges to Belgium ard Naples. 

On this proposition a warm, lengthy and desul- 
tury debate ensued, in which Messrs. Dromgoole, 
Graves, Graham, of N. Carolina, Vunderpoet?. Smith, 
of Maine, ddams, Stanly, Curtis, Rhett, Mason, of 
Ohio, McKay, Turney, White, Gulbraith, Petrikin, 
Andrews and Pope, participated; after which the 
question was taken on striking out, and decided in 
the negative, ayes 26, noes not counted. 





The item for a minister to Holland was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Jones, stiicken out, it having been in- 
serted by wnistake. 

The apprupriation for outfits for a minister to Rus- 
sia and chaige to Sardinia was altered from $18,000 
to $13,500. 

Mr. Triplett moved to insert $12,000 for agents 
to look after the tobacco interest in Europe. The 
aMendment was agreed to. 

The appropriations for the post office department 
having been read, Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, inquired 
whether the post office had an agent in Europe, 
and what were his duties and compensation? Mr. 
Jones replied that be was sent to collect information 
as to mail facilities; it was believed by the postmas- 
ter general that it would be important to get this 
information. His salary was that he had before 
been in receipt of as aclerk in the office. Mr. Da- 
vis inquired as to the cost of this agency? Mr. 
Jones was not able to reply exactly. The agent 
received his salary and travelling expenses. There 
were, unavoidably, many such agents empleyed in 
this country, to detect depredations.on the maul, &c. 

The bill having been read through, Mr. Jones 
wished a correction in the salary of the commis- 
sioner of pensions, making it conform to the Jaw. 

Mr. Jones moved that the eoinmittee rise and re- 
port the bill and amendments to the house; which 
being carried nem.con. the committee rose accord- 
ingly, and reported the bill. 

Mr. Turney moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and, being put as follows, “shall the 
main question be now pul?’” 

Mr. &. Garland demanded. the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Briggscalled tor the reading of ali the amend- 
ments, and some of them were read accordingly; 
when the reading was suspended. 

The previous question was then put, viz: ‘‘shall 
the main question be now put?” 

Mr. Lewis Williams demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and, beiug taken, resulted as 
follows: yeas 110, nays 48. 

The main question was then put, in succession, 
on the several amendments made in committee of 
the whole, and they were all concurred in. The 
question then recurring on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed forits third reading, the yeas and nays were 
ordered, and, being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 
145, nays 15. 

The bill was then read a third time. The pre- 
vious question was then moved, seconded, put and 
carried on the passage of the bill, and the bill was. 
passed, and ordered to be sent tothe senate for con- 
currence. 

Mr. Briggs moved a resolution for meeting on 
Monday at 8 o’clock, with a view to then adjourn- 
ing over to Thursday, (to allow of the cleaning of 
the hall, taking up carpets, &c). 

Mr. Dromgoole objected. Mr. Briggs made an 
explanation. Mr. Dromgoole persisted in his ob- 
jection. Mr. Briggs moved to suspend the rules te 
enable him to offer his proposition. 

Some member moved to adjourn. The question 
being put, the ayes were 66, the noes 78. So the 
house refused to adjourn. 

The question being then put on suspending the 
rules to enable Mr. Briggs to offered his motion, 
Mr. Turney demanded the yeas and nays: but the 
house refused to order them; and the rules were 
suspended: ayes 120, noes 25. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Briggs was then 
moved, and the previous question thereon was se- 
conded, put, and carried; and the main question 
being on its adoption, 

Mr. Dromgoole demanded the yeas and nays; but 
the house refused to order them. ‘Fhe resolution 
was then carried: ayes 107, noes 23. 

The house then adjourned. 

Monday, May 4. ‘The house met, for fortn sake, at 
8 o’clock, and immediately adjourned over to Thurs- 
day. 

Thursday, May7. Pursuant to adjournment the 
house of representatives reassembled this day, at 
12 o’clock. 

The speaker announced the business first in order 
to be the report of the select committee appointed 
to investigate the facts relative to the recent breach 
of privilege on the floor of the house. 

Mr. Adams moved to lay the bill on the table. 
Mr. Briggs hoped the gentleman from Massaehu- 
setts (M:. Adams) would modify his motion so as 
to postpone the consideration of the report to a fu- 
ture day. Mr. 4dams thereupon moved that the 
further consideration of the report be postponed until 
Thorsday next; which motion prevailed. 

Mr. Cuve Johnson, who had jor some time past 
been detained from the house by indisposition, 
asked that the house, the same cause continuing, 
would relieve him from further service on the com- 
mittee on military atiairs. And Mr. J. wasexcused 
accerdingly, 
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A message was received from the senate, by Mr. 
A. Dickins, their secretary, setting forth tbat the 
senate had passed the bill making appropriations 
for the civiland diplomatic expenses of the govern- 
ment for the year 1840, with certain amendments, 
in which the concurrence of the house was re- 
quested. ; 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union (Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, in the chair) on the 
“bill to ensure the more faithful execution of the 
laws relating to the collection of duties on imports.” 

Mr. A. asked that, before the reading of the bill, 
one of the petitions on which it was founded might 
be read. The sections of the bill were accommo- 
dated to the prayer of the petitioners. There were 
as many as 50 petitions coming from all the manu- 
facturing states of the union, setting forth the diffi- 
culties that existed in the collection of the revenue. 
The object of the bill was to remedy these incon- 
veniences, and to ensure the collection of the re- 
venue. 

One of the petitions was accordingly read by the 
clerk. 

After which, the bill, having been first read 
through, was taken up by sections. And the first 
section being under consideration. 

Mr. Rheit, moved to strike out the enacting clause, 
and the question having been stated to the commil- 
tee, Mr. R. delivered at some length his views in 
opposition to the bill; after which the committee 
rose and reported progress on the bill, in order to 
enable the house to take up and consider the amend- 
ments made by the senate to the general appropria- 
tion bill. 

The two first, which were merely formal, were 
concurred in. The third amendment proposed to 
strike out the item appropriating 45,000 dollars for 
the Documentary History of the American Revo- 
lution. 

Mr. therton moved that the house concur with 
the senate in the amendment; and he went into a 
long and critical examination of the contract and 
the law under which it had been made, and urged 
the concurrence of the house in the amendment, 
with a view to have an inquiry instituted into all 
the circurnstances of the case, so that the house 
might act understandingly. 

Mr. Evans spoke in reply, referring to former 
discussions in the house of this subject, and con- 


tending that congress was bound by the contract, | 


and must fulfil it. He considered the objections 
advanced by Mr. Alhertonas involving the integrity 
of congress and the capacity and knowledge of the 
late Mr. Livingston, (with whom the contract was 
made), and repelled with warinth the charge that 
Messrs. Clarke and Force had been guilty of any 
fraud or impropriety whatever. He went into a 
recapitulation of the whole matter from the begin- 
ning: insisted that the contractors had fully compli- 
ed with their engagement; stated thatthe work had 
been printed, and delivered, and received at the de- 
departments; and remonstrated with earnestness 
against the proposed refusal to appropriate money 
to pay for it. He had no objection to a committee 
of inquiry, if gentlemen thought it expedient; but, 
in the ineanwhile, there was noreason why the sum 
now justly due should not be appropriated. He 
quoted the opinions of Mr. Livingston on the work, 
and scouted the idea advanced by Mr. Atherton 
that it was useless, and would never be read. He 
adverted to the vast expense incurred by other na- 
tions in illustrating their past history, and the ho- 
nors and profits conferred on those who collected 
and preserved the monuments of that history for 
posterity. ‘The present work was limited in its ex- 
tent; was worth more by far than all its cost; and 
would be an invaluable contribution to the libraries 
of our public literary and political institutions. 

Mr. E. remonstrated against the cruelty, injus- 
tice and oppression of attempting to coerce the en- 
terprising and industrious contractors for this work, 
by keeping them out of their just dues, until they 
might, from embarrassments, be induced ‘o relin- 
quish their contract. The work was an honor tu 
thie country, to congress, to the secretary of state, 
and to the contractors themselves; and he rejoiced 
in lending his efforts to its continuance and com- 
pletion. 

Mr. Saltonstall followed on the same side, insist- 
ing on the sacred obligation of an acknowledged 
contract, and the duty of the government to com- 
ply with it; and dwelling on the peculiar advantage 
of this republic over other nations, in its being able 
thus to secure the original monuments of its history. 
He went into an enumeration of the subjects to be 
embraced in the work, insisting on its great value, 
and the impossibility of its publication uuless under 
governmental patronage. , 

Mr. Petrilcin remonstrated against stopping the 

appropriation bill, and with it all the wheels of go- 























vernment, to provide for a work which he consi- 
dered as of doubtful utility. He thought this was 
not the proper time to go into an extended diseus- 
sion on such a matter, and he concluded by moving 
the previous question. 

Mr. Hubbard moved a call of the house. Mr. Pe- 
trikin demanded the yeas and nays; which was or- 
dered, Mr. Barnard moved to adjourn—but the 
house refused the motion. The question was then 
put on calling the house, and decided as follows: 
yeas 50, nays 50. There being a tie, the chair vot- 
ed in the affirmative; so acall was ordered. The 
house was then called.—109 gentlemen responded 
to their names; the absentees were called; 132 then 
answered; aud the doors of the house being closed, 
the call proceeded. 

' Mr. Boyd moved to suspend the call, and the mo- 
tion prevailed. So the doors were opened, and the 
call suspended. 

The question recurring on Mr. Petrilin’s call for 
the previous question, it was seconded, put and car- 
ried; and the main question being on concurring with 
the senate in their proposed amendment of the appro- 
priation bill, (striking out the appropriation for 
Clarke and Force’s Documentary History of the U. 
States), it was decided by yeas and nays as follows: 
yeas 73, nays 48. Sothe house concurred in the 
senate’s amendinent, and this important and much 
desired bill now waits only for the president’s sig- 
nature to become a law. 

Mr. W Cost Johnson presented a request of the 
convention on national education, now met in this 
city, for the use of the hall on Saturday evening 
next; which was granted. 

The bill to prevent frauds in the collection of the 
revenue was made the special order for to-morrow. 

The house then adjourned. 


Friday, May 8. Almost immediately after the 
reading of the journal, the house, on motion of Mr. 
Adams, went again into committee of the whole, 
(Mr. Bell in the chair), on the bill, **to ensure the 
more faithful execution of the laws relating to the 
collection of duties on imports.” 

And the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Rhett, of South Carolina, to strike out the enacting 
clause of the bill— 

Mr. Adams resisted that motion, and contended 
that if there were defects in the bill, they ought 
to be amended, but that the bill itself, being for an 
important and a legitimate object, ought not to be 
destroyed. He noticed, incidentally, some of Mr. 
Rhett’s general objections; reserving those which 
applied to particular sections of the bill, until those 
actions should be reached in the regular conrse of 
the discussion. Mr. A. proposed that before taking 
any question on, the motion of Mr. Rhett, which 
went to destroy the bill, it should be read by sec- 
tions for amendment. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, inquired whether the bill 


had been reported with the unanimous consent of 


the committee on manufactures? 


Mr. Adams replied that no objections had been 
made in committee; though, of course, the mem- 
bers of the committee might, possibly, have diffe- 
rent views as to some of its details. 

Mr. Davis then quoted an article from the New 
York Express, in which the bill was very severely 
handled. 








Mr. Sergeant, although not approving every fea- 
ture in the bill, opposed this motion, thinking it 
better now to discuss any atnendment which should 
be proposed. 

Mr. .4dams also opposed the motion to rise. If 
the committee were to remodel the bill, let them 
first hear all the objections to it. As to those ad- 
vanced by the gentleman from South Carolina, if 
there were none more formidable, he sbould not 
think of making any alteration in the bill. 

Mr. Rhett then put bis motion in this form: That 
the committee rise with a view to a motion that the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill, and that it be recommitted to the committee 
on manufactures. 

Mr. Adams expressed an earnest hope that the 
motion would not be agreed to. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
rise, and the vote stood ayes 21, noes 62. 

So the committee refused to rise, but no quorum 
voted. 

And the committee then rose, and the chairman 
reported to the house that the cominittee found 
itself without a quorum, 

Mr. ddams moved a call of the house, which 
motion having prevailed, the clerk called the roll, 
and 90 members answered to their names. 

And the names of the absentees having been 
called over, 107 members appeared to be present. 
The doors of the hall were then closed. Several 
excuses were received. After which, a quorum 
being present, all further proceedings on the call 
were, on motion of Mr. Adams, suspended. 

And the house again went into committee, and 
proceeded, section by section, to the consideration 
of the bill. 

A number of amendments, none of them eliciting 
any discussion beyond mere explanations, except 
as hereinafter mentioned, were proposed and agreed 
to; but itis impossible for them to be understood 
without inserting the provisions of the bill itself. 


A motion was made by Mr. Rhett to strike out 
the 7th section; which motion was negalived. 


Mr. Curtis moved to strike from the 9th section 
the words which provide for the exemption of the 
United States from any stipulation as to costs. 

This amendment gave rise to some debate, and 
the question was not taken when, on motion of 
Mr. Habersham, the committee rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. dams moved to make the bill the special 
order for to-morrow; on which motion no quorum 
voted. Whereupon the house adjourned. 


Salurday, May 9. On leave given, Mr. 4adrews, 
of Kentucky, presented a memorial, which was ap- 
propriately referred. 

Mr. Adams asked that the house would, by 
general consent, resolve itselfinto committee of the 
whole on the state of the union for the purpose of 
resuming the consideration of the bill «to ensure 
the more faithful execution of the laws relating to 
the collection of duties on imports.” 

Mr. Hubersham said that when he muved that the 


committee rise last evening, be had stated that he 


i did so because he considered that the bill involved 
principles which required the serious consideration 
‘and reflection of the committee and of the house. 


Mr. Adams said that the New York papers! The speaker reminded the gentleman that debate 


abounded with similar articles, and also with some | was not in order. 
going into a debate. 


on the other side. Jt was easy to understand that 


Mr. Habersham said he was not 
The speaker inquired whether 


those interested in the evils to be corrected by the |the gentleman objected to the proposition of Mr, 


bill could find ways and means of filling the pa- | 4dams? 


pers with articles intended to create a prejudice 
against it. 
Mr. Sergeant next rose and recapitulated the en- 


enforce the collection of duties, and made an argu- 
ment to show that the bill ought not to be destroyed, 
but perfected, as some further provision to effect 
its purpose was greatly needed. He admitted, 
however, that the best of all provisions would be 
to appoint competent and faithful officers to exe- 
cute the revenue laws. 

Mr. Tillinghast replied to the inquiry of Mr. 
Davis, stating that the members of the committee 
on manufactures had all concurred in the princi- 
ples of the bill, though they did not all perfectly 
agree as to some of its details. He added a few 
words in reply to Mr. Rhelt’s objections to the bill. 


Mr. Rhett responded, and Mr. Tillinghast re- 


joined, and further explained. 


Mr. Rheit then went into some general remarks 
in favor of free trade and a low tariff, and concluded 
by withdrawing his motion to strike out the enact- 
img clause of the bill, and in lieu thereof moved 


house, with the understanding that it should then 
be recommitted to the committee on manufactures, 
to be by thew remodelled. 











Mr. H. said he did. Mr. Adams there- 
pon moved a suspension of the rule; on which 
motion the yeas having been announced as 69. Mr, 


na re | Habersham said that, as it appeared to be the sense 
tire course of previous legislation with a view to | 


of the house that the bill should be taken up, he 
would withdraw his objection. And thereupon the 
house again resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union (Mr. Bell, of Ten- 
nessee,in the chair) on the bill **toensure the more 
faithful execution of the laws relating tothe collec. 
tion of duties on imports.”* 

When the committee rose last evening, the pend- 
ing question was on the motion of Mr. Curtis to 
amend the 8th section thereof, by striking out the 
words ‘without being compelled to give or enter 
into any stipulation in reference to the costs there- 


of, any rule or order of any court to the contrary 


notwithstanding.” . And the question having been 
taken, the amendment was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, the same section of 
the bill was so amended as to insert in the latter 
clause thereof the words ‘‘without just canse.” 


A motion was also made by Mr. Everett to amend 


_ the said jast-mentioned clause of the 8th section b 
that the committee rise and report the bill to the; 


inserting afler the words *paper-wrilings” the 
words following to wit: “which said witness, if pres 
sent in court upon the trial of the canse, should be 
required to produce, aud which shall be,” Ke. 
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Which proposed amendment, after a few expla- 
natory remarks from Messrs. Everett, Adams, Fill- 
more, Tillinghast and Clifford, was rejected. 

And the 9th section of the bill having been then 
read in the words following, to wit: 

“Sec. 9. 4nd be tt further enacled, That whenever 
a suit shall be tried in any court of the United 
States in which is involved any question of duties 
on importations of gouds, wares or merchandise, 
no person having an interest in such question shall 
be competent as a witness on such trial, unless call- 
ed to testify by the adverse party.” 

Which said section the committee on manufac- 
tures had heretofore moved to amend by striking 
out all after the word ‘‘enacted,” and inserting the 
following: 

‘*That whenever a suit against any collector or 
other officer of the customs for the seizure of goods, 
wares or merchandise unlawfully imported into the 
United States, or forfeited tor the unlawful entry 
of the same, shall be triedin any court of the United 
States, in which suit is involved any question of 
duties on importations of goocs, wares or merchan- 
dise, no person having the same interest with that 
of the party to the suitin the question atissue shall 
be competent’ as a witness on such trial, unless 
called to testify by the adverse party.” 

Mr. Adams said that this section had been alter- 
ed from that proposed in the draught by the collec- 
tor of the customs of New York and the district 
attorney there. It limited the variation from the 
law of evidence as practised by the courts, very 
inuch beyond the proposition contained in the offi- 
cial bill. ‘This was one of the features of the bill 
to which the gentlemen from South Carolina (Mr. 
Rhett) had taken exception the other day; and it 
was also one to which he (Mr. A.) had anticipatec 
there might be much objection, inasmuch as it had 
some tendency to limit the competency of witnesses 
on the part of the parties charged. He would ask, 
in the first place, that the explanations of the col- 
lector in relation to this section might be read. 

And the explanations having been read by Mr. 
Briggs, a very heavy debate followed, involving 
abstruse disquisitions upon the law of evidence, and 
long and elaborate references to distinguished legal 
authorities; of all which, if the reporter were to at- 
tempt asketch without the aid of some eminent 
Jawyer, he would be led into the publication of ab- 
surdities and blunders, the like as to which have 
never been known since the foundation of the world. 

The debate was participated in by Messrs, 2dams, 
Hoffman, Petrikin, Rhett, Briggs, Tillinghast, Bar- 
nard, Lincoln, Sergeant, Vanderpoel, Monroe, Un- 
derwood, Curtis and Craig. When the question 
being on striking out the section under debate in 
the original bill, except the first line, and inserting 
the amendment, it was carried without a count. 

Mr, Rhett then moved to strike out the entire sec- 
tion as amended, and the question being put, the 
ayes were 49, the noes 69. No quorum having vot- 
ed, a motion was make that the committee rise— 
ou which the ayes were 21, the noes 85. 

There still being no quorum; the committee rose 
and reported that fact to the house, which thereup- 
on, at about six o’clock, adjourned. 

Monday, May 11. Mr. Crabb, of Alabama, ask- 


ed leave to offer a resolution altering the hour of 


meeting to 11 o’clock. 

Objection being made, The rules were suspend- 
ed by yeas and nays: yeas 120, nays 23. The re- 
solution was then adopted. So the house will meet, 
till otherwise ordered, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 

Mr. Dawson wished to introduced a resolution 
fixing the-day of adjournment of the present session 
of congress on the 15th of June next; but it not 
being in order at the time, Mr. D. did not press bis 
notion. 

Mr. Jenifer presented a memorial from the tobacco 
convention which recently met in this city, and 
which was ordered to be printed. ‘The question of 
its reference lies over. 

A great number of gentlemen made strenuous 
efforts to get in resolutions and petitions; but the 
house on motion of Mr, Adams, went again into 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
(Mr. Beli, of Tennessee, in the chair), and resumed 
the consideration of the bill to prevent frauds in the 
collection of the revenue. 

The question lying over from Saturday, and 
which could not then be decided for want of a qno- 
ruts, was on the motion of Mr. Rheit to strike out 
the 9th section of the bill as amended, it was now 
decidet in the negative. Ayes 62, noes 83. So 
the section was not stricken out. 

The 10th section having been read, which pre- 
scribes the punishment of persons defranding or 
atteinpting to defraud the revenue by fraudulent 
invoice, entry or otherwise. Mr. Rhett raoved to 
strike out that clanse which declares such persons, 


on conviction of the crime, “igcapable of holding | 








any office of profitor trust under the United States,” 
on the ground that it was unconstitutional, inas- 
much as it went to add to the list of disqualifications 
to ofice which the constitution had fixed. 

This constitutional question was argued at con- 
siderable length by Messrs. Tillinghast, Fillmore, 
Adams, Crabb, Rhett and Briggs. 

Mr. Crabb moved to amend the section by mak- 
ing the disqualification apply only to persons hold- 
ing an office “created by act of congress;’’ but it 
was negatived. 

The question was taken on Mr. Rhetts’ motion 
to strike out, and decided in the negative; ayes 48, 
noes §2. 

Mr. Cushing, after animadverting on the practice 
said to prevail in N. York of bribing the officers of 
the customs, not only in cases of fraud, but to sti- 
mulate them to give preference to one individual 
over another, in the discharge of official acts con- 
fessedly lawful, offered an amendment to the effect 
that if any collector, surveyor or deputy, or any 
other officer of the customs or persons employed 
in the collection of the revenue, shall, for the per- 
formance of any official act, or for any favor, pre- 
ference, or despatch in the performance of the 
same, receive from any person any money or other 
thing of value other than his legal compensation, 
he shall be subject to a fine of not less than one 
hundred nor more than one thousand dollars for each 
and every such offence. 

os debate followed and the amendment was adopt- 
ed. 

Sundry other amendments were proposed, most 
of which were rejected; and, at a quarter past 6 
o’clock, the bill was reported to the house. Before 
which, Mr. Holmes gave notice of his intention to 
address the house generally on the bill, if no gen- 
tleman more alert than himself should move the 
previous question. 

On motion of Mr. Leadbetter, the bill and amend- 
ments (as made in committee of the whole) were 
ordered to be printed. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, May 12. Pursuant to its order of yes- 
terday, the house met this day at 11 o’clock, but 
the hall looked like some spacious room prepared 
for a feast, to which the guests that were bidden had 
neglected to come. 

Mr. Davis, of Pennsylvania, asked leave to offer 
a resolution, providing that hereafter, the house 
would take arecess from half past two to four 
o’clock. Objections being made, Mr. D. moved a 
suspension of the rule, and asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. Mr. Lincoln said it was ob- 
vious that no quorum was present, and that no re- 
sult therefore could be arrived at with respect to 
this resolution. He would therefore move a call 
of the house, that it might be seen who the gentle- 
men were that recorded their names fora resolution 
to meet at eleven o’clock, and then, after its adop- 
tion, were not to be found in their seats. The mo- 
tion for acall having prevailed, the clerk called 
the roll, when 93 members answered to their names. 
And the names of the absentees having been call- 
ed, 130 members appeared to be present. 

The speaker then ordered the doors of the hall 
to be closed. 

Mr. Rice Garland said he would like to have read 
the names of the gentlemen who voted yesterday 
for the adoption of the resolution fixing the hour 
of meeting at eleven o’clock, and who were not 
present when the roll was called this morning. 

Mr. Evans moved that all further proceedings 
on the call be dispensed with; which motion pre- 
vailed. 

And the question then recurred and was taken 
on the motion of Mr. Davis that the rules be sus- 
pended for the purpose of enabling him to offera 
resolution providing that, hereafter, the house would 
take a recess each day from half past two to four 
o’clock; and it was decided in the negative: yeas 
81, nays 60; [two-thinds not voting in the aflirma- 
tive]. So the rules were not suspended, 

By general consent, the speaker laid before the 
house a message from the president of the United 
States, enclosing a report from the secretary of 
state, in answer to a resolution of this house of the 
23d of March, calling for copies of all correspon- 
dence between that department and the diplomatic 
functionaries of the United States, France, Sweden, 
Denmark and Prussia, in relation to the surrender 
to the government of the United States of persons 
charged with piracv and murder on board the Unit- 
ed States schooner ‘“Plattsburg,” in the year 
1817, &e. 

On motion of Mr. ddams, the message and do- 
cuments were laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. 2dams moved the printing of 5,000 extra 
copies. He said that these were documents of great 
importance, involving questions of very great in- 





terest to this country. It was a collection of docu- 
ments in relation to a demand for the delivery of 
persons accused of crime upon this government, 
and by this government upon others—containing 
the correspondence which had taken place in rela- 
tion to the subject hitherto, and the opinion of the 
attorney general of the United States on the sub- 
ject. It was a matter of great importanee to the 
states, and he had, himself, received a eommunica- 
tion from the governor of Virginia, requesting a 
copy of the documents when published. 

he speaker said that, by the rule the motion to 
print an extra number must lie over, except by ge- 
neral consent. Mr. Andrews, of Kentucky, objected. 


Mr. Adams moved a suspensivn of the tule, on 


which motion there were: ayes 83, noes 35; no 
quorum voting. Mr. Andrews moved a eall of the 
house, but withdrew the motion. Mr. M. 4. Cooper 
called for the yeas and nays on the motion tosuspend 
the rule, which were ordered; and, being taken 
were: yeas 87, nays67. So the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Mr. Cushing suggested to Mr. Adams the expe- 
diency of having these papers referred; and, with 
that view, moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which they had been laid on the table. Which mo- 
tion having prevailed, the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. Adams then moved the reference of the papers 
to the committee on the judiciary. Mr. Dromgoole 
moved their reference to the committee on foreign 
affairs. The question on the first motion was taken, 
and decided in the negative. And the question on 
the last motion was taken, and decided in the affir- 
mative. So the papers was referred to the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs, 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, the documents which 
had heretofore been transmitted to the house in re- 
lation to the case of the Amistad, and which had 
been laid on the table, were taken therefrom, and 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion froin the war department, in relation to the 
Georgia claims for military services; referred to the 
committee of claims, on motion of Mr. Dawson, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
navy, in relation toadry dock at Pensacola; referred 
to the committee on naval affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. 

One other executive communication was laid be- 
fore the house, the purport of which the reporter 
could not hear. 

Mr. Jenifer asked the house at this time to take 
up and consider a motion submitted by him yester- 
day, for the printing of 5,000 extra copies of the 
metnorial and proceedings of the convention of to- 
bacco planters, recently held in this city. 

And, no objection being made, the motion to print 
was taken up, considered and agreed to. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, asked leave to 
report a resolution from the committee of elections, 
authorising that committee to have all such testi- 
mony printed in relation to the contested cases 
which had been referred to their consideration as 
they might think proper. 

Mr. C, was understood to explain that the only 
object of the resolution was to facilitate the action 
of the committee. Mr. Stanly objected. Mr. Fiil- 
more explained. It was, he said, a matter of eco- 
nomy that this course should be adopted, there was 
such a vast mass of testimony before the committee; 
but they desire to have only such portions of it 
printed as might be necessary. Mr. Andrews called 
Mr. Fillmore to order. Mr. Campdeill moved asus- 
pension of the rule for the purpose of enabling him 
to offer the resolution. Mr. Andrews asked the 
yeas and nays, which were not ordered. And the 
question having been taken, and two-thirds voting 
therefor, the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the house, 
and the question being on its adoption, some con- 
versation was had between Messrs. R. Garland, 
Campbell, Toland, Fillmore and Ramsey, the ques- 
tion was taken and the resolution adopted. 

Mr. Graham, of North Carolina, asked leave to 
present a petition. Mr. Adams objected to the 
presentation of any petitions, unless an opportuni- 
ty was given to all the members to present them. 

Mr. Petrikin asked leave to offer a resolution 
providing that the house would adjourn at 2 P. M. 
for the purpose of enabling the members to witness 
ihe experiment of a newly invented safety-valve for 
steam boilers, on board the steamboat “Columbia,” 
this afternoon. Objection was made. 

The speaker announced the special order of the 


day to be the report of the select committee on the 


public printing. 

Mr. 4dams hoped that, by general consent, the 
house would take up the bill which was yesterday 
reported from the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union with amendments. 
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Mr. Black (chairman of the said select commit- 
tee) had no objection, he said, to the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams). 
He (Mr. B.) had risen only for the purpose of say- 
ing that he was at all times ready to take up that 
report. Ifthe house choose to postpone it in order 
‘to accomplish the object designated by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetss, he (Mr. B.) would make 
no opposition. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved that the further con- 
sideration of the report be postponed until to-mor- 
vAfter some conversation, further action on the 
said report was suspended until the bill above al- 
luded to should have been disposed of. 

The house took up the bill, reported yesterday 
with sundry amendments from the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, entitled «a 
bill to ensure the more faithful execution of the 
laws relating to the collection of duties on imports;” 
the question being on concurring with the commit- 
tee of the whole in their various amendments. 

Mr. Evans asked that, by general consent, he 
might offer an amendment which he had been in- 
structed by the committee of ways and means to 
move, and which was as follows: 

‘* And be it further enacted, That, in all appraisements 
and invoices, the mark-banco of Hamburg shall be es- 
timated and taken to be the value of thirty-five and 
one-half cents.” 

Mr...Andrews inquired if the vill was now up before 
the house? The speakersaiditwas. Mr. dndrews 
moved the previous question, but withdrew the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. Andrews objected to the introduction of the 
amendment, because it was a totally different sub- 
ject from that of the bill, and ought to be brought 
up ina proper form. He felt all disposition to ac- 
commodate the secretary of the treasury and the 
committee of ways and means, but he must object 
to the introduction of the amendments as a tack to 
this bill. 

The speaker said that the amendment, not having 
been offered in committee of the whole, could only 
be offered now by general consent. 

Mr. Evans was understood to say that he had felt 
a desire to say a few words on the amendment, but 
that he would not now press it. 


And thereupon all the amendments made in com- 
mittee of the whole were read; and the question be- 





ing on concurring in them seriatim— 

Mr. Adams suggested that, by general consent, | 
the question should be taken on all the amendments | 
together, unless any one of them should be object- | 
ed to, in which case it should be reserved for spe- 
cial action. 

And the house having agreed to adopt this course, 
the question was taken, and all the amendments | 
were concurred in, save the one hereinafter men- 
tioned, viz: 

On motion of Mr. Andrews, the ninth section of 
the bill, which had been amended toread as follows, 
was excepted: 

“Sec. 9. And it being further enacted, That whene- 
vera suit against any collector or other officer of the 
customs, for the seizure of goods, wares or merchan- 
dise, unlawfully imported into the United States, or 
forfeited for the unlawful entry of the same, shali be 
tried in any court of the United States, in whica suit is 
involved any question of duties on importations of 
goods, wares or merchandise, no person having the 
same interest with that of the party to the suit, in the 
question at issue, shall be competent as a witness on 
such trial, unless called to testify by the adverse party.” 

And the question being on concurring with the 
committee of the whole, some convesation followed 
on a question of order, involving inquiries as to the 
Jast process by which this amendment could be final- 
ly reached, and in which Mr. Speaker and Messrs. 
Andrews, Fillmore, Rheit, Petrikin, Adams, Everett 
and Craig, participated. After which (a demand 
made by Mr. Peirikin for the previous question 
having been rejected) the question was taken and} 
the amendment to the seclion was concurred in. 


And the question then recurring on agreeing to 
the section as amended, Mr. Fillmore moved to strike 
out the same. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, called for the reading 
of the section; which having been read, Mr. Adams 
had a single word to say. ‘The gentleman from S. 
Carolina, (Mr. Rhett), in opposing this section, had 


argued as if the word ‘‘similar,”’ instead of “‘same’’ | 


(interest), had been introduced in the bill; and 
much of his argument bad been based on the sub- 
stitution of the former word for the latter. And 
even the reporters for the National Intelligencer, 
who were generally very correct in their reports, 


| follows: yeas 122, nays 30. 


/ of goods manufactured in the United States; which 





had, in the paper issued this morning, taken up the 


party to the suit” should be competent asa witness, 
&e. Every member would see the difference be- 
tween same and similar. A similar interest-was one 
thing—the same interest was another. 

Mr. A. was understood to add that this was the 
very point which he had met in committee of the 
whole. He wished to have the section perfectly 
understood by the house and the county. The bill 
did not propose to disqualify a person having a simi- 
lar interest. The words were, having ‘the same 
interest.” And he wished the reporters of the In- 
telligencer particularly to take notice of this, and 
that the editors of that paper should correct the 
statement in their publication of this day, by which 
the bill was represented as excluding persons hav- 
ing a similar, and not the same interest. 

Mr, Holmes then rose and addressed the house 
for upwards of an hour in urgent opposition to the 
principles and feature of this bill. 

After which, Mr. Petrikin moved the previous 
question; and, after some conversation on a point 
of order, the question was taken, and there was a 
second. And the main question (being on the mo- 
tion of Mr. Fillmore to strike out the section) was 
ordered to be now taken. 

A motion to adjourn was made, and rejected. 

Mr. Fillmore asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, which were ordered; and, being taken, 
were, yeas 72, nays 85. 

So the motion to strike out the section was re- 
jected. 

The question then recurred on ordering the bill 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Monroe asked leave at this time to make a 
brief personal explanation. 

Aud no objection having been make, Mr. Monroe 
said that he had received a letter this morning from 
the collecter of the port of New York, in which 
that officer stated that he had been misrepresented 
by him, (Mr. M.) He simply wished to read to 
the house the contradiction which seemed to have 
occurred, that he might put himself and the collec- 
tor right before the country. In the first place the 
letter said: ‘‘I notice a letter under date of 8th inst. 
from Washington, published in the Journal of Com- 
merce of this morning, in which there is the follow- 
ing paragraph: ‘But it was stated to-day, by Mr. 
Adams, that neither he, nor his committee, nor the 
manufacturers, had any thing todo withit. The 
bill was drawn up by Mr. Butler, the district attor- 
ney of New York, and Mr. Hoyt, the collector, and 
came to the committee on manufactures through 
the secretary of the freasury.’”? Then came the 
partthat more immediately affected himself: “There 
is also in the same paper a letter froin the same 
place, under date of the 9th inst. in which there is | 
a paragraph in these words, said to have been utter- 





made statements of affairs being made to execute at 
a general rate of reduction. 

Mr. Black replied, and thought that the very 

lowest reduction should be ten per cent. 
. Mr. R. Garland wished, he said, to state some 
facts, but as there were only some thirty members 
present, he would move that the house take a re- 
cess. pt was now a quarter past three o’clock.] 

Mr. &. Garland said, well, then, if the house 
would not take arecess, he would move an adjourn- 
ment; on which motion the yeas and nays were or- 
dered, and being taken, were, yeas 15, nays 52. 

So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Ramsey moved a call of the house; which 
motion was rejected. 

Mr. Adams addressed a remark to the chair which 
the reporter could not hear distinetly, but which 
was understood to be that he was willing to stay 
here as long as any one; but as the house could not 
do business without a quorum, and as they would 
not adjourn, he supposed they had nothing to do 
but to sit there and amuse themselves in the best 
way they could. 

Mr. Cushing said that it was not just that the 
gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Garland] should 
address seventy members on a business question 
which required the presence and intelligence ofall. 
He would therefore move that the house adjourn. 

On which motion the yeas and nays were asked 
and ordered; and being taken, were, yeas 32, nays 
63. So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. &. Garland moved a call of the house; which 
was rejected. Mr, Curtis moved that the house ad- 
journ. 

On which motion the yeas and nays were asked 
anc ordered. Mr, Curtis thereupon withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. Adams renewed it, remarking that the house 
might as well be listening to the call of the yeas 
and nays asdoing nothing. And the yeas andnays 
were asked and ordered. 

After a brief conversation the question was taken 
and the vote stood: yeas 37, nays 71. Sothe house 
refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Henry moved acall of the house and asked 
the yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, being 
taken, were: yeas 70, nays 50. Se the call was or- 
dered. The clerk proceeded to call the roll, but 
had made only a little progress therein, when, on 
motion of Mr. Dawson, all further proceedings on 
the cal] were suspended. 

Mr. &. Garland then offered toamend the amend- 
ment bya resolution setting forth that as it appear- 
ed that offers had been made to execute the public 
printing—one at 25 per cent. less than the prices 
fixed by the joint resolution of March 3, 1819—and 
the other at 20 per cent. less than said prices—this 





ed by you: ‘The collector had shown him the bill, 
but he told him that he did not approve of it, | 


house did not deem it expedient to pay the printer 
thereof a higher compensation than that for which 


and that he did not consider it a republican mea- | other persons who were competent to do the work 


sure.’ ”’ 


Mr. M.) is, that the collector is here made to say 
to me that which in fact I said to the collector. 

Ané thelquestion again recurring on ordering the | 
bill to be engrossed for a third reading, Mr. Under- | 
wood moved an adjournment, but the yeas and nays | 
being demanded and ordered, he withdrew the mo- | 
tion. 

The question was then put ordering the bill to be 
read a third time, and decided by yeas and nays, as 
} So the bill was ordered 
to its third reading. 

It was then read a third time, passed, and sent to | 
the senate for concurrence. 

The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, May 13. Mr. Henry, of Pennsylva- 
nia, by general consent, presented a memorial from 
a large number of citizens of Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of the ta- 
riff so as to give an ample protection to all kinds 


was accompanied with the proceedings of a pub- 


The brief explanation of this matter (said | were willing to perform it. 


Mr. Evans accepted this resolution as a modifi- 


| cation, by way of preamble, to his amendment. 


Mr. Petrikin moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out all after the word “resolved,” and in- 
serling two resolutions—the one providing that 
herea{fer the printing of this house be paid for at 
the reduction of 10 per cent. on the prices of the 
joint resolution of March 3, 1819; and the other 
providing that the printing done up to this time be 
paid for according to the prices fixed by the said 
joint resolution. 

Mr. Petrikin would make no remarks, he said, 
beyond this, that he thought the majority and mino- 
rity of the committee were both wrong in their 
conclusions, and that his proposition fixed the pro- 
per medium. And he then moved the previous 
question. 

A call of the Honse was moved; on which mo- 
tion the vote stood, ayes 60, noes 56. So the call 
was ordered. 

Mr. Underwood said that it was now near seven 





lic meeting on that subject held in said county. 
Allof which, on motion, were referred to the com- 
inittee on manufactures. 

Several other petitions were presented, by con- | 
sent and referred; but objection being imade, the! 
further presentation was stopped. 

The chair laid before the house several commu- | 
nications on his table from the departments. 

A number of senate bills, chiefly of a private | 
character, were read twice and referred. 

The first subject in order was the report of the | 
select committee on public printing; the resolutions | 
in the report were read. | 

Mr. Evans moved to amend by striking out all! 
the resolutions, and inserting another set of resolu- | 


| 
| 


expression used by the gentleman from South Caro- | tions reported by the minority of the committee.— | 


lina, as though it were the expression contained in| 
The words of the section were, that ‘‘no| 


the bill. 


These also were read. 
Mr. Evans addressed the house in explanation of | 


o’clock, and, if the call was proceeded in, the 
would be kept here a long time before it could be 


| completed, and he therefore noved an adjournment. 


Which motion, by yeas 63. nays 83, was rejected. 
So the honse refused to adjourn. 

A call of the house having been ordered, (at 7, 
P. M.) the clerk called the roil, when 149 mem- 
bers answered to their names. And the names of 
the absentees having been called, 173 members ap- 
peared to be present. 

Mr. Banks toved that further proceedings be 
dispensed with. 

Mr, R. Garland hoped that the question would 
not be taken until there was a full house, and asked 
the veas and nays on the motion to suspend. 

Mr. iV. Thompson thought the question had bet. 
ter be taken to-morrow morning, and moved that 
the house adjourn; which motion pvrevailed, and at 


person having the same interest with that of the|the report of the minority of the committee, andj haif past 7 o’cleck the house adjourned, 





Se abate, ON er eR 


ea te Tait ae A Bee 
. Sh i Fa Rs 


i 
4 
4 


‘ 
a 
& 
- 
wi 
vit 
4 


ba: Se 


veo re let 


4 


ng pene x 








SE eee 
A: peas aie 


176 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MAY 16, 1840—CHRONICLE. 








CHRONICLE. 

Tne ARABIAN sHIP Suitanne. A committee of five 
from each board of the common council has been ap- 
pointed to receive Ahamet Ben Amen, captain of said 
ship and representative of the sultan of Muscat, and 
extend to him the hospitalities of the city. ‘This is done 
partly in consideration of the very friendly demeanor 
of the said suitan towards our country and commerce, 
and partly because the Sultanne is the first vessel of his 
nation which ever visited our shores.—On one occa- 
sion, a few yearsago, whenan American sloop of war 
(the Venaaiie if we recollect right), got aground on his 
coast, in a dangerous position, he immediately sent as- 
sistance, by which she was got off without material da- 
mage. [N. Y. Jour. Com. 


Banxrvurt taw. The United States senate have 
three several projects for a law before them, and .have 
occasionally devoted some time to the subject. The 
Baltimore American suggests that “in addition to the 
powerful reason why the general government should 
extend protection to the unfortunate debtor in the way 
of a bankrupt law, is one which probably, has not been 
thought of. We have actually many single women 
who are bankrupts. Having lost their incomes in fire 
stocks, or bank stocks, or being thrown upon their own 
enterprise they have commenced business in shops, 
boarding houses, &c. which, having failed trom the 
pressure of the times, are actually insolvent, and the 
worst feature is, they cannot be married, for the hus- 
band willbe compelled to assume the wife’s debts. 
It is a most unfortunate position, and adds one more 
ig to the pressing ones for a general bankrupt 
aw. 


Bruce. The sword whichking Robert Bruce wield- 
ed at Bannockbnrn has, with his helmet, survived the 
entire family. Mrs. Catherine Bruce, the last of the 
royal house, died in 1791, ata very advanced age; only 
a short time before her death Burns called upon her, 
and, though she was almost speechless from paralysis, 
she entertained him nobly, and conferred the honor of 
knighthood on him with the Bruce’s two-handed sword, 
saying she had a better right to grant the title than 
“‘some people.” After dinner the first toast she gave 
was “Awa, uncos!” thatis, away with the strangers, 
which showed her jacobite feelings to the house of 
Hanover. The old lady bequeathed the sword and hel- 
i to the earl of Elgin, whom she considered the next 
of kin. 


Generat Cuincu. Among the evidences saysthe Na- 
tional Intelligencer of the deserved popularity which 
the gallant veteran general Clinch enjoys throughout the 
country, and especially in the south, we perceive that 
a volunteer corps in the city of Augusta, in Georgia, 
has taken the name of the Clinch riflemen. We no- 
tice the circumstance in consequence of having ob- 
served inthe Augusta papers an account of the pre- 
sentation of an elegant stand of colors by the daugh- 
ter of general Clinch (through a female friend in An- 
gusta) to the corps which bears her worthy father’s 
name. 

“On one side is the likeness of general Clinch, in a 
Medallion, surrounded by banners; on the edge of the 
Medallion is a quotation from an order given by the ge- 
neral at a battle on the Withlacoochee on the 31st Dec. 
1335—‘charge again;’ extending from the top of the 
Medallion is a scroll, in which is inserted ‘Clinch 1ifle- 
men.” Qu the opposite side are the national emblems, 
in the centre of which are two clasped hands, from 
which radiates a circle of light, each of the radii ter- 
minating with a star, over the whole of which floats 
the American eagle with appropriate mottoes and em- 
blems.” 


COLORED POPULATION EMIGRATING. The ship Belvi- 
dera, capt. Oliver, sailed trom Baltimore on the Tih inst. 
for Trinidad, with one hundred and thirty-five colored 
emigrants. “They appeared, says the Sun, highly pleas- 
ed with the prospects of exchanging their situation 
here tor one which promises so much.” 


Corton. The New Orleans Courier says:—‘Near- 
ly $50 090 bales of cotton have been landed here since 
the commencement of the season, in October last, and 
it is anticipated the receipts of cotton, this season, will 
exceed one million of bales. Although there are near- 
ly 180 vessels in port, so great is the quantity of cotton on 
hand (215,00 bales) the holders are obliged to pile it up 
in the streets, and on the side walks in the vicinity of 
some of the cotton presses. 


Deatu. The celebrated astronomer, Olbers, died 
at Breinen on the 2d inst. at the age of 82. 


An Exeraant recently killed a Rhinoceros in New 
York, with a single stroke of his trunk. 


Gas. The city of London is supplied by 18 gas 
works. ‘They consume 118,000 tons of coal annualiy. 
The consumpuon has doubled within the last two pe- 
riods of ten days. 

Gas for light—Important and curious discovery. A 
paper has been read in the French academie des 
sciences on a gas discovered by M. Jules Seguin, 
which is perfectty free from any hydro-sulphurous ele- 
meni, and also from all carbunet of sulphur, and itis 
stuted to be admirably adapted for the purpose of giv- 
ing light. Itis made of muerials which are not only 
useless but noxivus, as dead horses, old leather, spoiled 
wool, &c. and is at the same time free from aay of- 
fensive odor. Onae old horse will, it is computed, al- 
ford on an average, 25,090 littres (about 1,525,701 
cubic inches) of gas, besides sal ammoniac and animal 
black, and 22 littres per hour will keep a single Jet 


burning. The invention seems to be regarded in 
France with a favorable eye, as leading alike to eco-. 
nomy and the removal of a nuisance. 


Geocraray. A London weekly paper informs its 
readers that “the two governments of Washington and 
Maine are exceedingly embarrassed in keeping the 
people of their respective provinces from actual hus- 
tilities upon the litigated questions of the American 
and British frontier;” and that “her Majesty’s troops 
are stationed there to protect vessels passing between 
New Brunswick and Lower Canada.” An English 
country journal ‘regrets to hear that recent disturbances 
pi Albaay threaten a repetition of the late border war- 

are.’ 


Ice. Three hundred tons of ice, the cargo of the 
barque Eliza, from Boston, soldin Natchez a few days 
since, for $24,000 in specie. 


L.J..D. An English paper says that during the past 
year no less than forty-one individuals in that country 
received from America the degree of L. L. D. 

The ex-lieutenant of Austrian dragoons, prince Al- 
bert of Saxe-Coburg, is the prodigy of the age. So rapid 
has been his progress in learning since his arrival in this 
country that the university of Oxford has seen fit to 
confer on him the degree of a doctor of civil law. 


[English paper. 
Letters. ‘The number brought out by the Great 
Western, on her last trip, were 11,268. 


Morvs muuticavuis. ‘The Journal of Commerce 
states that thirty thousand multicaulis trees, in good 
order, were lately offered by auction at 25 dollars fur 
the whole, but nobody would take them. The lot 
would have sold, a year ago, for some fifteen or twenty 
thousand dollars. 


Missouri copreR. The Commercial Journal states 
that another parcel of pig copper, from the celebrated 
mines on the Currant river, in Missouri, has been re- 
ceived by the agents in this city. 


Tue Mormons have deputised twelve of their num- 
ber (answeriug, we suppose, to the twelve apostles), to 
go to the Holy Land and preach the gospel to the Jews. 
John Page and Orson Hyde are two of the number. 
The ae quarters of the Mormons are now at Com- 
merce, Illinois, on the Mississippi -river. Their num- 
ber Is increasing. 


PosT NOTES UNLAWFUL. The vice chancellor has 
decided that an issue of post notes by a banking asso- 
ciation isunlawful. ‘The question came up incidentally, 
in some proceedings against the association calling 
itself the Tenth Ward bank, which has been issuing 
notes as low even as $1, “payable on demand, six 
months after date’—the latter words in type so small 
as to escape notice. 


Rain. The depth of rain which has fallen during 
the present year, as measured in the guage kept at the 
Pennsylvania hospital, was in January 1,841 inches; 
February 3,009 inches; March 2,626 inches; April 
6,827 inches; total, 14,303 inches. 


REVIVAL OF THE SILK BUSINESS. We are pleased to 
hear that the silk company ait Northampton have com- 
pletely resuscitated their establishment; the operations 
of which were sometvhat paralyzed by the tines, and 
they are now progressing with every prospect of suc- 
cess. The sewing silk manufactury at Nantucket, 
continues in the same prosperous career that has at- 
tended itfrom its commencement. ‘The bouniy laws 
of Massachusetts, Vermont and other eastern states, 
have had the desired effect by inducing numbers of 
persons to turn their attention to this pursuit; and tens 
of thousands of mulberry trees are now being planted 
in those states for the purpose ot raising silk, and has 
caused quite an animated demand for them and they 
have, in consequence, been again selling at very far 
prices. [N. Y. Star. 


STEAM VESSEL. Experiments are in the course of 
being tried with the model of an entirely new form of 
a steam vessel, and, as far as they have yet gone, with 
every prospect of a successful result. At present we 
can only state of this remarkable invention, that there 
are no paddle wheels, nor external works of any kind. 
The whole machinery is in the hold of the vessel, 
where a horizontal wheel is moved by the power of 
steam, and, acting upon a current of water, admitted 
by the bow and thrown off at the stern, propels the 
mass atarapid rate. By a very simple contrivance of 
stop-cocks, &c. on the apparatus, the steamer can be 
turned on either course, retarded, stopped, or have her 
motion reversed, ‘This will be literally a revolution in 
the art of steam navigation. [Liverpool paper. 


Surcr. A Mexican girl, named Gaudalope Lass, 
said to have been the most beautiful woman in Texas, 
lately killed herself in consequence of her mother in- 
sisting upon her marrying a man she did not love. She 
shot herself through the heart with a pistol. 


TEA AND COFFEE. ‘The amount of tea drank in Ene- 
land isenormous. It was stated a few years since in 
the house of commons, that the quantity of tea con- 
sumed by cach person annually, on an average, was two 
and a half pounds. In 1722, the quantity was only 


inercase the demand for coffee—ihe consumption of 
which has greatly increased within the last 90 years. 
In 1760, the whole sale of this berry was 262,000 Ibs.— 





and in 1833, it was 20,691,000 Ibs, 


— 


about one ounce! A war with China would probably | 





~ 7 


Toast. The following toast was giver by col. Jes- 
sup: The times—they require more sowing—more hoe- 
ing—more mowing——less importing—more exporting— 
less presumption—more gumption—less consumption— 
more resumption—and less suspension of specie pay- 
ments. 


THE ROTARY POWER STOCKING Loom. A correspon- 
dent of the Boston Courier gives the following descrip- 
tion of the powers and capacities of this machine, a 
notice of which was given a few days since. 


It isa beautiful piece of machinery, occupying but 
about twenty inches square space, with moticns quick 
and regular, with very little friction so that it must be 
durable. It is easily worked by hand, and is therefore 
well calculated for domestic purposes, as also for steam 
or water power. 


The loom is superior to any apparatus for hosiery 
now known in this country or Europe, inasmuch as it 
knits with equal facility, hard or soft twisted woollen 
yarn, cotton or silk, and will with less hand power, 

roduce four feet of hosiery for every one foot that can 

e produced by any other loom, and of a superior quali- 
ty of fabric. It costs forty per cent. less than an EXing- 
lish loom, is much less complicated, less liable to get 
out of order, and it will cost fifty per cent. less to keep 
it in repair. 


The proper motion for the machine is forty revolu- 
tions per minute, although it may be driven fifty, with- 
out risk. Forty revolutions of one hundred strokes 
each, make three inchesof stocking in length, in a 
minute, or fifteen feet per hour, so that pes day of 
ten hours gives fifty yards of beautifully executed stock- 
ing web. But apply power to the loum, and allow one 
girl to attend four only, although she may as well at- 
lend to six, and we have from one hand six hundred 
and fifty feet of web per day being four hundred and 
fifty feet more than four hands can produce upon four 
of the best English looms, within the same time. 


Topacco. Ancient legislation. The writer of an in- 
teresting article in the April number of the North 
American Review, on the Plymouth laws, remarks as 
follows: 

“The legislation of the colony bears traces of in- 
creasing hostility to the use of tobacco, and of the inef- 
fectual attempts to suppress it. As early as 1641, its 
importation for home consumption was prohibiied.— 
‘I'bree years earlier, the general court declared, that 
“whereas there is great abuse in taking tobacco ina 
very uncivil manner, openly in the town streets, and 
as men pass upon the cishweve to the great reproach 
of government, it is enacted, if any one is fuund or seen 
taking tobacco in the street, or in any building or field, 
within a mile of a dwelling house, he shall be fined 
twelve pence. And if he be a boy or servant, without 
money to pay his tine, he shall be put in the stocks or 
whipped.” In 1650. it was provided that every juror, 
who used tobacco, should be fined five shillings. In 
1669, it was enacted, “ihat every person found smoking 
in the streets on the Lord’s day going to or returning from 
meeting, within two miles of the meeting house, should 
be fined twelve pence.” All of these provisions of 
law, without any material alteration, remained in force 
till the end of the colony.” 


TreEAsuRY NOTES. The official publication of Ist May 
states—'I'he total amount issued $19,644,616 22 
Of this amount there has been redeemed 18,387,630 51 





Leaving the amount outstanding, $1,256,985 71 


The Globe, of the 7ih instant, says—“The adver- 
tisement of the secretary of the treasury for an ex- 
change of one million of treasury notes for specie, 
has resulted in an arrangement to take the notes, pay- 
able in one year, with permission to redeem them 
sooner, upoa sixty days’ notice, at less than five and a 
half per centum interest.” 


WESTERN NAVIGATION. ‘The New Orleans Courier 
announces the arrival at that port of the sloop Enter- 
prise, trom Lake Michigan via Detroit, entering Lake 
Erie at Cleveland, coming out of the Ohio canal at 
Portsmouth, and passing down the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi rivers, to New Orieans. ‘The Enterprise is bound 
for the coast of Texas, having been built expressly for 
that trade. : 


WeatTuER. Snow fell at Hosack, N. Y. on the 27th 
ult. tothe depth of six inches. Hosack is ten miles 
north of ‘Troy. 


There was quite a snow storm in Paris on the 25th 
of March—and a letter from Rome, dated March 26, 
mentions that the day preceding, there had been half a 
fuot of snow on the ground, a very extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, but which had occurred exactly 245 years 
ago, as appears from a manuscript preserved at the Va- 
tican, No. 8,066, which says, “on the 25th of March, 
1595, (the feast of the annunciation,) there was a 
fall of snow, which remained on the roofs of the houses 
and covered the streets the whole of the day.” 


Woot 1x Russia. The exportation of wool from 
Russia, has increased greatly during the present cen- 
tury, and now forms a staple commodity of great value 


| —as appears by the following paragraph in the Prussian 


State Gazette of April l: “in the year 1800 to 1814, it 
amounted on an average to 19,813 poods a years; trom 
1814 to 1824 to 35,173 poods a year; from 1824 to 1834 to 
111,546 poods a year; from 1834 to 1837 to 306,347 poods 
annually. In 1838 it amouated to 360,760 poods, which 
were worth 12,690,337. 


eat ak oe eae iammaeneme 
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